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I. Introductions and Photograph Descriptions  1 

 L. Brandt: My name is Lydia Brandt, anŘ LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ bŀƴŎȅ and James 2 

Williams at their home, and they have agreed to provide an oral history of what life was like 3 

growing up in the Frognot Water Supply Corporation όάCǊƻƎƴƻǘ ²{/έύ service area.  I have 4 

signed agreements from both of you.  Is that correct, Mr. Williams? 5 

 J. Williams: That is correct. 6 

 L. Brandt: Okay.  I have a photograph that they have given me.  Would you 7 

tell me about this photograph please? 8 

 J. Williams: This was a picture of Tony McDonald around 1910 at Frognot 9 

School. 10 

 L. Brandt: That was the Dixon School? 11 

 J. Williams: Yes.  In the picture, he has his legs crossed, and the reason he 12 

Ƙŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜƎǎ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ 13 

see his pants1Φ  {ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ 14 

 L. Brandt: Let me see if I can get a picture of that.  And could you also 15 

identify this for me?  This is a small book2Φ  ¢ƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ Ψ{ƻǳǾŜƴƛǊΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǘ 16 

ǎŀȅǎ Ψ5ƛȄƻƴ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩΦ  !ƴŘ ǳǇ ƛn the fourth grade, it says Tonnie McDonaldΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ¢ 17 

O N N I E3.  Is that your father? 18 

 N. Williams: LǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘŘȅΣ ȅŜǎΦ  Χ5ŀŘŘȅ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƛǘΦ 19 

 L. Brandt: And it should be spelled T O N Y instead of T O N N I E?  And 20 

could you confirm his date of birth for me please. 21 

 N. Williams: Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфллΩǎ {actual date redacted}. 22 

                                                      
1 See Exhibit A1 
2 See Exhibit B1 
3 See Exhibit B2 
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 L. Brandt: And the date of death? 23 

 N. Williams: Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎ {actual date redacted}. 24 

 L. Brandt: And he is buried in the Blue Ridge Cemetery off of 981 and State 25 

Highway 78. 26 

 N. Williams: And in this also is McGuffy.  RobertΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊ 27 

name?  Just a ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ.   Annie 28 

McGuffy.  She was in the fifth grade. 29 

 L. Brandt: Annie McGuffy?  What is her relation to Robert Todd (Manager 30 

of Frognot WSC from 1986 to date)? 31 

 N. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ. 32 

 L. Brandt: Then, what we have over here a picture4Φ  Lǘ ǎŀȅǎ ΨaŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ 33 

house, 2 miles east of Blue RidgeΩΦ 34 

 N. Williams: He will explain that. 35 

 L. Brandt: Okay.  Tell us about that. 36 

 J. Williams: Okay, this is the original home of Doc McDonald, TonyΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ 37 

 L. Brandt: hƪŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 5ƻŎΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΚ 38 

 J. Williams: Doc Alexander was his formal name. 39 

 L. Brandt: D O C ? 40 

 N. Williams: K. 41 

 L. Brandt: Dock Alexander McDonald. 42 

 J. Williams: Uhuh. 43 

 L. Brandt: And that was TonyΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ  44 

 J. Williams: Yes, this is him, right here. 45 

                                                      
4 See Exhibit C 
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 L. Brandt: hƪŀȅΦ  IŜΩǎ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ Ƙŀǘ ƻƴΦ 46 

 J. Williams: Right. 47 

 N. Williams: bƻΣ ƴƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŜŜΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜΩǎ 48 

riding a horse. 49 

 L. Brandt: This is him, right here? 50 

 J. Williams: ¸ŜŀƘΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ. 51 

 N. Williams: Lǎ ƘŜΚ   hƪŀȅΣ L ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǘŜǇ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳΧ 52 

 L. Brandt: Okay, go ahead. 53 

 J. Williams: These are all relatives in the pƛŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜƳ 54 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ōŀŎƪΦ 55 

 L. Brandt: !ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΧǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜΚ 56 

 J. Williams: Okay, this is a picture of NancyΣ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ 57 

years old here in front of the home place across the road5. 58 

 L. Brandt: Okay.  Let me take a picture of this one.  Okay, so Nancy is the 59 

small child? 60 

 J. Williams: bƻΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘǿŜƭǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ¢ƻƴȅ Alan. 61 

 L. Brandt: Tony Alan McDonald. 62 

 J. Williams: !ƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƻƴȅ McDonaldΦ  IŜΩǎ ŘŜŎŜŀǎŜŘ. 63 

 L. Brandt: Okay, and the one on the car6? 64 

 J. Williams: Okay, this is Nancy, her sister and Tony. 65 

 L. Brandt: hƪŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ bŀƴŎȅΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΚ 66 

 J. Williams: Bobbie. 67 

 L. Brandt: And Tony. 68 

                                                      
5 See Exhibit D1 
6 See Exhibit D2 
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 J. Williams: Uhuh.  Okay, now this home, the existing home over there now 69 

is made out of the lumber of this home. 70 

 L. Brandt: Okay. 71 

 J. Williams: This home was constructed around 1880.  And the existing 72 

home was constructed in 1948. 73 

 L. Brandt: And what is the vehicle?  What kind of vehicle is that?  Is that a 74 

Buick? 75 

 J. Williams: Yes, it looks like a Buick. 76 

 L. Brandt: Okay.  And what do we have here? 77 

 J. Williams: These are a combination of my family and NancyΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 78 

ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ and granddad here.  This is Tony and his 79 

wife when they were youngΣ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘΦ 80 

 N. Williams: And her name was Pearl Buckworth. 81 

 L. Brandt: ¸ŜŀƘΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 82 

ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƎƭŀǎǎΦ 83 

 N. Williams: Yeah, some of them are..uh..ten. (?) 84 

 J. Williams: Ten type. (?) 85 

 N. Williams: bƻǿ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻƻΦ  !ƴŘȅΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅΦ  86 

L ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 5ŀŘŘȅΩǎΧƎǊŀƴŘŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀ ŀƴŘ 5ŀŘŘȅΩǎ ǘǿƻ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ a 87 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 5ŀŘŘȅ L ƘŀŘ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ L ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 88 

ǿŀƭƭ ŦǊŀƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜΦ 89 

 L. Brandt: Okay.  And this was where now?  What year was this? 90 

 J. Williams: This was across the road in front of the old home place. 91 

 L. Brandt: And it was the McDonald family? 92 
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 J. Williams: Right. 93 

 L. Brandt: Okay. 94 

 J. Williams: L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ 95 

 L. Brandt: Well, let me take a picture.  If I can take a picture of you, and 96 

then I will take a picture of Nancy, and then I will take a picture of both of you7. 97 

 J. Williams: Okay.  (Takes pictures) 98 

 L. Brandt: hƪŀȅΦ  Dƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŀǘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ chat.  I 99 

ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘǊŀŦǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΧLΩƳ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƛǊƭ ǘƘŀƴ L ŀƳ 100 

growing up in the country, so please feel free to fill in all my ignorance and volunteer whatever 101 

it is that I hŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ  LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ 102 

to digress or add to ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎƻǘΦ 103 

 N. Williams: LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ  L ǿƛǎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ 104 

must have borrowed it. 105 

 L. Brandt: LΩm going to leave a copy of this agreement with you.  Let me 106 

ǎƛƎƴ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ 107 

 J. Williams: Okay. 108 

 L. Brandt: Today is the 19th ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ нлммΦ  !ƴŘ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ 109 

signed by James and also by Nancy ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΦ  hƪŀȅΦ  !ǎ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ Ǝƻ 110 

through some basic information and what school you went to, what daily life was like, what jobs 111 

you had, what the water ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 112 

outhouses, and what it was like before and after water came into this area.  How people bathed, 113 

where they got their water from, what happens if there was a fire, and it needed to be put out, 114 

where did the water come from then?  And just basically, whatever you would like to volunteer 115 

                                                      
7 See Exhibit E 
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whatever you remember about your childhood that really stands out.  Let me start with you, Mr. 116 

Williams.  Your full name please? 117 

 J. Williams: James Williams. 118 

 L. Brandt: Just give the year you were born. 119 

 J. Williams: I was born ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ {actual date redacted} 120 

about 18 miles southeast of here, between here and Greenville. 121 

 L. Brandt: Okay. 122 

 J. Williams: LΩƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ of 14 children. 123 

 L. Brandt: Are you the oldest? 124 

 J. Williams: hƘ ƴƻΣ LΩƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǘ 125 

the present time.  All the others are deceased. 126 

 L. Brandt: What was your birth number? 127 

 J. Williams: I was number 11.  I went to school about five miles east of here 128 

at a little school called (inaudible), and it was a one-room schoolhouse, and classes were lined 129 

up in chairs, first through the eighth grade.  At that time, I believe I was in the third grade, so I 130 

was in the third row of chairs.  And our teachers lived in the schoolhouse, and at that particular 131 

time, the lunch program had just been approved by President Roosevelt when he approved the 132 

lunchroom programs, and the lunches were three cents a day at that particular time.  So, at that 133 

time, there was four from my family that went to that school.  So each day, we had to have 12 134 

cents for lunches for the four children.  Mr. and Mrs. Leech were the teachers, and Mrs. Leech 135 

would cook the lunches and serve them to the children.  And Mr. Leech was killed in World War 136 

II on D-Day. 137 
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II.  How James and Nancy Met 138 

 L. Brandt: And how did you come to be in this area, in the Blue Ridge 139 

area? 140 

 J. Williams: Nancy and I, even though we were born and raised just a few 141 

miles apart, we never knew each other until we met in 1956 in Dallas on a blind dateΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 142 

the way we met. 143 

 L. Brandt: How did you end up in Dallas on a blind date? 144 

 J. Williams: I had just gotten out of the army.  She had moved to Dallas and 145 

got a job.  So we just happened to meet through people we knew.  I was living in a boarding 146 

houseΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ άL ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ 147 

would ƭƛƪŜΦέ  So she introduced me to her, and 53 years later, ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ 148 

married and we still live together, almost 54.  March 10th will be 54. 149 

 J. Williams: So we married aŀǊŎƘ мл ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ, and I went into business 150 

for myself in Euless, Texas, and my business was successful for about 6 ½ years, and three 151 

children were born there.  Then we purchased this property here.  Well, right after we were 152 

married, we purchased this property. 153 

 L. Brandt: What year was that? 154 

 J. Williams: Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ {actual date redacted}.  155 

III.  Farming in 1959 and Water Issues  156 

 L. Brandt: Tell me a little about farming in 1959 and the issue about water.  157 

There was no water here, right? 158 

 N. Williams: Also, this was part of the family farm. 159 
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 J. Williams: This was part of the McDonald family farm, where we live now.  160 

NancyΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƛǊȅ business, and we would come up on weekends, and 161 

help them with their dairy, and I purchased a few cattle and put them on this land to keep it in 162 

agriculture for tax purposes.  Then in 1965, we decided to build this home where we live, and 163 

then in 1969, I decided to go into the dairy business myself.  So I went into the dairy business for 164 

30 years, and we retired in 2000. 165 

 L. Brandt: Let me go back to when you moved here in, you said 1959? 166 

 J. Williams: No, we purchased the land in 1959.  We moved here in 1965. 167 

IV. Forming Frognot Water Supply Company  168 

 L. Brandt: Okay, by that time, Frognot Water Supply CompanyΧ 169 

 J. Williams: No, we formed it that year.  When we moved here, that was the 170 

year when we formed Frognot, in 1965.  And we had a hard time obtaining membership.  We 171 

had to have 50 members before the government would approve our loan.  A lot of us, I took out 172 

three memberships, Frognot took out two, several people took out two or more memberships in 173 

order to have the 50 members.  We had to have 50 members in order to make the payment on 174 

the loan on the first water well. 175 

V. Organizers  176 

 L. Brandt: Right.  And who was the one who was instigating all of this?  177 

Who was driving all of this? 178 

 J. Williams: Truman Webb8, Benny Cook and Hazel Dixon9, and John D. 179 

Truelove10  Those were the organizers. 180 

                                                      
8 See Exhibit F 
9 See Exhibits G1-G4 

10 See Exhibit J 
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 L. Brandt: Okay.  Can you tell me a little bit about Truman? 181 

 J. Williams: Oh, Truman was a great guy11.  He was an easygoing guy, and he 182 

was really public-minded.  I mean, he wanted to work for the community.  And he worked as 183 

ŀΧǿŜ ƘƛǊŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜƭƭ operator.  And paid ƘƛƳ ƭƛƪŜΧƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ϷрлΦлл 184 

a month, something like that, in order for him to look after the water well for us.  And all the 185 

other members, everything was volunteer.  No one charged anything.  The president, secretary 186 

and all members worked for free. 187 

VI. The Need for Water  188 

 L. Brandt: And what was their reason for getting together?  I mean, there 189 

must have been some real need that they decided to organize. 190 

 J. Williams: Well, running water.   We never had running water until 1965. 191 

 N. Williams: Actually, it was the dairies that were going in, the water made it 192 

ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΧ 193 

 J. Williams: WŜ ƘŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŘŀƛǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭΧǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 194 

number one with the dairy. 195 

 L. Brandt: Why is that? 196 

 J. Williams: For cleanliness.  Being able to clean up the barn and pass the 197 

Class A inspections the state required took a lot of water. 198 

 N. Williams: And then back before all the things were electrical and 199 

everything, to keep them cool, we would draw water out of the well, and fill up tubs and carry it 200 

to the barn, and set our milk cans down in it to stay cool until the milk driver got by to pick up 201 

the milk.  Back then it was Grade B milk that you sold. 202 

                                                      
11 See Exhibit K 
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 J. Williams: .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ. 203 

 L. Brandt: So was Truman Webb, Benny Cook, Hazel Dixon and John 204 

Truelove, were they all in the dairy business also? 205 

 J. Williams: No, Benny Cook was and John Truelove was.  They were both in 206 

the dairy business. 207 

 L. Brandt: So, when you came out here, there was no water when you 208 

built? 209 

 J. Williams: No running water.  We had to haul water in a water tank and 210 

park it at our back door until we finally got the water system in. 211 

 L. Brandt: And how long did it take before you had water? 212 

 J. Williams: It took us about a year. 213 

VII. Starting Out With Well Water  214 

 L. Brandt: So tell me about bathing and toileting and cooking.  What did 215 

you do for running water, or to get water? 216 

 J. Williams: ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ running water.  It was well water.  Everything 217 

was well water.  And a lot of people would have a water cisternΧ 218 

 L. Brandt: System or cistern? 219 

 J. Williams: Cistern.  It was usually at the corner of the house12, and we 220 

would take the run-off from the rains, and the water would run in the well, and then later on, 221 

you could draw water from the well.  The well was incased with bricks inside, so it would hold 222 

the water. 223 

 L. Brandt: Do you have any wells still on your property that I could see? 224 

                                                      
12 See Exhibits L1-L3 



11 
   
 J. Williams: No, we had to fill them all in.  For safety reasons, they had to be 225 

filled in. 226 

 L. Brandt: And did you just drink from the waterΚ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊŜŘ? 227 

 J. Williams: No. 228 

VII. Sickness from Well Water  229 

 L. Brandt: Did people get sick? 230 

 N. Williams: We built up immune systems. 231 

 J. Williams: I know when I was growing up, we caught typhoid fever.  I had 232 

typhoid fever in 1938, and our five neighbor children drank from that well, and they all passed 233 

away - all those five children.  But my mother separated me, and put me in a room by myself. 234 

 L. Brandt: They had typhoid fever also? 235 

 J. Williams: Also, those children. 236 

 L. Brandt: So they died from typhoid? 237 

 J. Williams: Typhoid.  And as soon as we found out, my dad took a water 238 

sample to the countyΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜǊƳ in the water.  And they gave him pot 239 

ash to bring back and pour it in the well, and churn the water until this pot ash killed all those 240 

germs out. 241 

 N. Williams: bƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 242 

 J. Williams: No, my family all survived.  The family that passed away, they 243 

were neighbors. 244 

 L. Brandt: Okay, I see. 245 
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 J. Williams: But mother protected the rest of the family, and I survived 246 

typhoid for three months on pineapple juice.  I had nothing but pineapple juice for three 247 

months. 248 

 L. Brandt: Wow. 249 

 J. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ, on that. 250 

 L. Brandt: hƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛŘƎŜ area. 251 

 J. Williams: That was my home between here and Greenville. 252 

 L. Brandt: Okay, but that was pretty typical of people getting sick for not 253 

having filtered water. 254 

 N. Williams: L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΧƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ǿŀǎ ƻƭŘ 255 

enough, things were starting to get different out in the country. 256 

 J. Williams: ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ bŀƴŎȅ and my age.  There 257 

was quite a bit of progress made between 1930 and 1936.  There was a lot of progress made on 258 

how people handled, educational-wise, water and everything.  My mother would often dip 259 

water from the stock tank, then she would boil it on the stove, and then we would drink it. 260 

 L. Brandt: So when you talk about the stock tankΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ 261 

actually drank. 262 

 J. Williams: Where the cattle drank, yeah. 263 

 N. Williams: ¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ on our back porch, right off the 264 

back porch, and we drew our water from that.  And it was always cold.  The water was always 265 

cold.  And then we had a water bucket that sat on the table, a long table with a dipper13, and 266 

everybody drank out of the dipper.  If you had company, you put glasses down there so they 267 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭΧ 268 

                                                      
13 See Exhibit M 
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 L. Brandt: It was still a communal source of water? 269 

 N. Williams: Uhuh. 270 

 J. Williams: And we grew our own dippers.  You would grow those gourd 271 

dippers in the garden, and then you would split them in half, and we would clean them out, and 272 

then they would be used to dip water out of the bucket to drink. 273 

 L. Brandt: {ƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŜǘŀƭΚ 274 

 J. Williams: Oh, no.  They were grown gourd dippers.  You grow them in the 275 

garden.  And it looks kind of like a long squash, and when they dry up, you cut them in half.  276 

They were round to begin with.  You cut them in half, clean the insides out, let them dry, and 277 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǇΦ 278 

 N. Williams: ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ have those. 279 

 J. Williams: That was what we used for a water dipper. 280 

IX. Toilets and Outh ouses 281 

 L. Brandt: So tell me about toileting.  What happened?  Tell me about the 282 

outhouses, I guess is what you had, right - especially when you were in this area? 283 

 J. Williams: Everyone had an outhouse.  When the dairies came in, of 284 

course, they had the Class A inspection from the state, and you had to have an outhouse, and 285 

you had to pour concrete for the hole that you would sit on, it had to be poured in concrete, for 286 

ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ bŀƴŎȅΩs dad across the 287 

road, he had to pour a concrete slab, and then build the building over that slab. 288 

 L. Brandt: And what was the building ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦΚ  ²ŀǎ ƛǘ ǘƛƴ ƻǊΧΚ 289 

 J. Williams: It was made out of wood.  And they put a door on it. 290 
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 N. Williams: The other toilet, it just had wooden seats and had about 2 holes 291 

there, and that was that.  And at night, you took a slop jar14 ƛƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǳǎŜΦ  292 

¸ƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǳǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻΦ 293 

 J. Williams: And then you had to empty it the next morning. 294 

 L. Brandt: And how was the smell controlled in all that?  Did you rebuild 295 

these? 296 

 J. Williams: Mother used a lot of Lyme.  Lyme kills odors and also kills 297 

germs.  And it was white Lyme.  Everyone had a sack of white Lyme. 298 

 L. Brandt: And how often was the white Lyme put in there? 299 

 J. Williams: Well, probably once a week, you know, if would be necessary to 300 

use that Lyme. 301 

 L. Brandt: You would just drop it in the hole? 302 

 J. Williams: In the hole and around the area, anywhere there was a damp 303 

area or anything, you put Lyme on it. 304 

X. Bathing  305 

 L. Brandt: hƪŀȅΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅŀΩƭƭ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ōŀǘƘƛƴƎ? 306 

 J. Williams: Number 3 wash tub15.  We would carry water from the stock 307 

tank, you would heat it.  We had a wash pot ǘƘŀǘ aƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ƛƴΦ  ²ŜΩŘ ƘŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ 308 

ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎƘ ǇƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎƘ ǇƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ǇƻǳǊ ƛǘ 309 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bǳƳōŜǊ о ǘǳōΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ōŀǘƘǎΦ 310 

 L. Brandt: Then what did you do?  Did you just haul that tub out and dump 311 

it in the garden? 312 

                                                      
14 See Exhibit N 
15 See Exhibit O 
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 J. Williams: Well, once you finished, you poured it out in the yard. 313 

XI. Laying Lines for Water  314 

 L. Brandt: Tell me what a difference it made when water came in after 315 

ȅŀΩƭƭ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΚ  ¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΚ 316 

 J. Williams: A year.  And we laid most of the lines ourselves.  We worked 317 

and made those lines ourselves. 318 

 L. Brandt: And how did you know what area to lay it in? 319 

 J. Williams: We just got permission from the farm that had the meter16.  320 

There was no designated line.  We would just go between the trees or whatever direction we 321 

could that was the easiest way to lay the linesΦ  !ƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 322 

through the years with these lines that are laid so crooked by the roads and everything.  Some 323 

of these lines we laid ourselves. 324 

 L. Brandt: And what were the pipes made of? 325 

 J. Williams: Plastic. 326 

 L. Brandt: And so by hooking up these lines, I guess what you did first was 327 

identify the 50 members and how you were going to connect these lines to each of these 328 

homes? 329 

 J. Williams: Right.  We hired an engineer to come in and draw this up for us.  330 

We hired a civil engineer to lay all this out for us, and then we would, to the best of our ability, 331 

we would follow those lines that the civil engineer drew up for us17. 332 

 L. Brandt: Okay.  When was the big, the first storage tank put up18? 333 

 J. Williams: Ψ65 or ΨссΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΦ 334 

                                                      
16 See Exhibits P1-P3 
17 See Exhibits Q1-Q2 
18 See Exhibits R1-R4 
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 L. Brandt: How did you get water into the house then?  Once the lines 335 

were connected, did somebody go in and refurbish the house and put in indoor plumbing? 336 

 J. Williams: Oh yeah.  When we built this home in Ψ65, we knew that water 337 

was coming.  I mean it had already been approved and everything from the FHA.  So we 338 

plumbed this house for water, which had not been done before in the rural areas.  Now all the 339 

cities had plumbing, but the rural areas did not.  NancyΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇƭǳƳōŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 340 

house over here across the road by just running water inside the wall and running pipes to a 341 

sink. 342 

 L. Brandt: Recently? 343 

 N. Williams: Oh no, when we got the water. 344 

 L. Brandt: When they got water in the ΨслΩǎΦ 345 

 N. Williams: Uhuh. 346 

 J. Williams: ¸ƻǳΩŘ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ƳŜǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊ 347 

line to the house and plumbed it the best way you could. 348 

XII. Sewage and Septic Tanks 349 

 L. Brandt: And what did they do for sewage?  Did you have to get some 350 

kind of governmentΧ? 351 

 J. Williams: No, we had septic tanksΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ septic tanks.  We 352 

continue to have a septic tank here. 353 

 N. Williams: Here in the country. 354 

 L. Brandt: bƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǇǘƛŎ ǘŀƴƪǎ before with the outhouses, 355 

right? 356 

 J. Williams: No. 357 



17 
   
 L. Brandt: The septic tanks came in when the water came in? 358 

 J. Williams: When the water came in, the septic tanks came in.  And most 359 

people would just take two 55-gallon drums and put them side by side, and then run a lateral 360 

line away from those two drums, and just run them into a couple of 55-gallon drums. 361 

XIII.  How the Dairy Business Changed 362 

 L. Brandt: Tell me how it changed the dairy business when you got the 363 

water in. 364 

 J. Williams: Oh, it was much easier.  You could take waterΧƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƭƪŜŘ 365 

the cows, and you move them out off of the concrete, then the concrete had to be washed for 366 

the next milking procedure.  So the water was great.  To have that water to spray on that 367 

concrete and scrub it and rinse it off.  It was really nice. 368 

 N. Williams: You use a lot of water with a dairy. 369 

 L. Brandt: And what time did you start your dairy farming in the morning? 370 

 J. Williams: 4:30. 371 

XIV. Typical Day on Dairy Farm  372 

 L. Brandt: DƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ Řŀȅ ƻŦΧ 373 

 J. Williams: Okay.  When we originally started, I purchased 40 cows.  We 374 

would get up at 4:30 in the morning, and by 5:00, we would be milking the cows.  And it usually 375 

took about 2 hours to milk those 40 cows.  And when you finished milking, you put out feed and 376 

hay for your cattleΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΧ 377 

 L. Brandt: Are these still all in a barn during this time? 378 

 J. Williams: No, we would turn them out into a pasture. 379 

 N. Williams: As you get through milking, then they go out. 380 
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 L. Brandt: ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƻǳǘΚ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŦŜŜŘ them? 381 

 J. Williams: wƛƎƘǘΦ  ²ŜΩŘ ŦŜŜŘ them in the open pasture. 382 

 L. Brandt: Okay. 383 

 J. Williams: !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ 384 

ȅƻǳΩŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴ up.  It would take about two hours to clean that barn up. 385 

 L. Brandt: And that was having to wash all that down, all that concrete? 386 

 J. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ down.  Because you 387 

had to always be ready for an inspector.  The inspector could take your license away in a second. 388 

 L. Brandt: And they just showed up whenever? 389 

 J. Williams: Yes, unannounced.  So every day, you had to prepare for an 390 

inspector. 391 

 L. Brandt: So you finished milking ŀōƻǳǘ ΧΚ 392 

 J. Williams: Oh, around 8:00 or 9:00. 393 

 L. Brandt: And then, it took you another two hours, so that was about 394 

11:00? 395 

 J. Williams: About 10:00 or 10:30, we would finish.  We would come to 396 

house and rest awhile, eat a meal. 397 

 L. Brandt: Was that breakfastΚ  hǊ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀΧΚ 398 

 N. Williams: No, we ate breakfast before. 399 

 J. Williams: We ate breakfast at 4:30 before we went to the barn. 400 

XV. Meals 401 

 L. Brandt: What was a typical breakfast? 402 

 J. Williams: Oh, normally, bacon and eggsΣ ŎŜǊŜŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 403 
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 N. Williams: Cereal, bacon and eggs.  We eat good breakfast. 404 

 J. Williams: And milk. 405 

 L. Brandt: And then, when you came back about 10:30, what did you have 406 

then?  Was that a snack, or was it like another meal? 407 

 N. Williams: It was a snack then.  But then, we had lunch about 12:30. 408 

 J. Williams: About 12:30, we would have lunch. 409 

 L. Brandt: And what was that a typical meal of? 410 

 J. Williams: [ǳƴŎƘΧbŀƴŎȅΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƻƪΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ 411 

would always have a meatΧ 412 

 N. Williams: Chicken fried steak19 or fried chicken. 413 

 L. Brandt: So ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘ.  Like today where you run over and get 414 

a hamburger. 415 

 J. Williams: bƻΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƳŜŀƭ. 416 

 L. Brandt: So you had vegetables and potatoes or rice? 417 

 N. Williams: Yeah, all that stuff. 418 

 J. Williams: Green beans, all types of vegetables. 419 

 L. Brandt: Did you grow them yourself? 420 

 J. Williams: Oh no.  We purchased them. 421 

 L. Brandt: Where was the store around here? 422 

 J. Williams: Blue Ridge. 423 

 L. Brandt: It was a grocery store? 424 

 J. Williams: Uhuh. 425 

                                                      
19  See Exhibit S1-S2 
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 L. Brandt: Okay, you came in, and you had lunch.  That was about 12:30.  426 

And then? 427 

 J. Williams: ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǘ ŀǿƘƛƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ пΥолΣ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ 428 

the barn again. 429 

 L. Brandt: And what were you doing then? 430 

 J. Williams: Start the same procedure, every time, the same procedure that 431 

we did in the morning. 432 

 L. Brandt: So you had to milk the cows again? 433 

 J. Williams: Uhuh, twice a day. 434 

 N. Williams: Seven days a week. 435 

 L. Brandt: Oh my goodness.  So you never had a vacation. 436 

 J. Williams: We went several years without a vacation until we could get 437 

someone to relieve us. 438 

 L. Brandt: And so your dairy business went on for 30 years. 439 

 N. Williams: Okay, during that time, we had three children in school. 440 

 L. Brandt: [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǎǘƻǇ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛǊǘƘ and 441 

all that.  Give that to me. 442 

 N. Williams: Nancy C. Williams.  And my birthday is in the decade of the 443 

мфолΩǎΦ 444 

 L. Brandt: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ L ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ just the year. 445 

 N. Williams: Oh, Nancy McDonald, I guess you want. 446 

  L. Brandt: Nancy McDonald Williams.  Okay.  So go ahead and tell us what 447 

you were going to tell us. 448 
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XVI. Children  449 

 N. Williams: We had three children that we had during that time that we 450 

were doing the dairy. 451 

 L. Brandt: And their names? 452 

 N. Williams: Lisa Dawn is the oldest one, and Charlotte Denise is the second 453 

one, and Jonathon Barry is our son.  And they were all in school at Blue Ridge.  And they were so 454 

good about helping in the dairy.  They worked when they would come in from school.  They 455 

would help, and they knew things that they needed to do.  But they also were good students, 456 

and they made very good grades and were honor students.  So they took care of their 457 

schoolwork.  The girls were cheerleaders and played basketball.  Our son played football and 458 

basketball, and they ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƙave baseball back then.  So they did not miss out on school at all. 459 

XVII. Schools 460 

 L. Brandt: What were the schools that they went to?  What were the 461 

names of the schools? 462 

 N. Williams: They all went to Blue Ridge, grade school and high school. 463 

 L. Brandt: It was just called Blue Ridge at the time? 464 

 N. Williams: Yeah. 465 

 L. Brandt: It was one school that had grades what through what? 466 

 J. Williams: One through twelve. 467 

 L. Brandt: So I guess everybody in the neighborhood went to school 468 

together from grade one all the way through twelve? 469 

 N. Williams: Uhuh. 470 
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 J. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ and Robert, they met in high school.  I 471 

know the first date that Charlotte and Robert had, Charlotte came home and asked her mother, 472 

and ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άaƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻŘŘǎΚέ  !ƴŘ bŀƴŎȅ thought for a while.  She said, 473 

άbƻΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦέΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άwƻōŜǊǘ ¢ƻŘŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŀǘŜΦέ  !ƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 474 

ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ 475 

 N. Williams: RobertΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀŘŘȅ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ together, and 476 

his mother and I played basketball together, and we were majorettes in the drill team or 477 

ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΧǘƘŜ ǇŜǇ ǎǉǳŀŘ. 478 

 L. Brandt: So you went to Blue Ridge schools together?  It was the same 479 

school that your kids went to? 480 

 N. Williams: Yeah. 481 

 J. Williams: And all three of our children also graduated from East Texas 482 

State University ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ. 483 

 L. Brandt: bƻǿΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƛǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅŀΩƭƭ 484 

after? 485 

 J. Williams: My son did.  The daughters married. 486 

 L. Brandt: So tell me about some of the most memorable times or things 487 

that stand out in your memory. 488 

 N. Williams: Let me tell you first about this school.  My two oldest sisters 489 

went to school up there. 490 

 L. Brandt: And your two oldest sisters were? 491 

 N. Williams: Tammy McDonald and Tommie Jean McDonald. 492 

 L. Brandt: Okay. 493 
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 N. Williams: And by that time, the school had closed down, because Bobbie 494 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  hƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ .ƭǳŜ wƛŘƎŜ to school then. 495 

 L. Brandt: So the Dixon school ŎƭƻǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘΧ 496 

 N. Williams: I think they may have carried on later, but then they came on to 497 

Blue Ridge. 498 

 L. Brandt: Do you know why the school closed? 499 

 N. Williams: Because the small schools would consolidate with the other 500 

schools. 501 

 J. Williams: The Dixon School only went to the sixth grade.  And once you 502 

went above sixth grade, then you had to go to Blue Ridge, the high school. 503 

 N. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ 504 

 L. Brandt: So they eventually just closed the school, and grades one 505 

through six all went to Blue Ridge? 506 

 N. Williams: Uhuh. 507 

XVIII.  How Frognot was Named  508 

 L. Brandt: And how did it get its name, Frognot School? 509 

 J. Williams: NancyΩǎ ŘŀŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀt originally, when they came to this area, 510 

there was a special frog ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǘŀǇŜǊŜŘ ƴƻǎŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ 511 

ŦǊƻƎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘ-faced frog and a tapered frog.  Well, this particular area has tapered nose 512 

ŦǊƻƎΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CǊƻƎƴƻǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ǿas from that tapered 513 

nose frog, acŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŀŘΦ 514 

 L. Brandt: !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ the specific type of frog, the scientific name 515 

of that frog. 516 
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 N. Williams: There have been several different ways of how they came up 517 

with that, but that was his idea.  And back then, you walked to school.  My sisters ǿŀƭƪŜŘΣ LΩƳ 518 

sure. 519 

 L. Brandt: How long of a distance was that? 520 

 J. Williams: Two miles. 521 

 L. Brandt: Now, when your kids went to school, did they walk? 522 

 N. Williams: No, a school bus came by, for me too.  A school bus came by 523 

when I went to school.  I was born and raised across the road, and so there was always a school 524 

ōǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǎ ǳǇΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎΦ  .ǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 525 

CǊƻƎƴƻǘΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘŘȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪ ŜǾŜǊȅday up 526 

there, but anyway, tƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ no buses or anything back then.  But they 527 

came on over and went to school and graduated from Blue Ridge.  My sisters, all three of them 528 

did, and my brother and myself. 529 

XIX. Roads 530 

 L. Brandt: What were the roads like then? 531 

 J. Williams: They were all black mud. 532 

 L. Brandt: Black mud? 533 

 J. Williams: Black mud. 534 

 L. Brandt: And were they single or double lanes? 535 

 J. Williams: Just a single road. 536 

 L. Brandt: Just enough for one vehicle? 537 

 J. Williams: One vehicle maintained by the county. 538 
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 N. Williams: ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǊƻŀŘ.  It 539 

was just a, what would you call it? 540 

 J. Williams: A single lane road. 541 

 N. Williams: And when it rained, you either rode a tractor out, or you 542 

walked, or you got stuck going out. 543 

 J. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜrence in our ages.  When I was a small child 544 

going to schoolΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊƻŘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿŜΩŘ ǘƛŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 545 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ  !ƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ мфор ǳƴǘƛƭ мфплΣ ǿŜ ǊƻŘŜ 546 

horses to school and back. 547 

  548 

XX. Driving  549 

 L. Brandt: And when did people get automobiles around here?  I guess you 550 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ at 14 or 15 like I did. 551 

 N. Williams: Our kids did. 552 

 J. Williams: I got my license at 14 from a county judge in Greenville.  Dad 553 

ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻȅ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ Ƙŀǳƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ pickersΦέ  !ƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ 554 

14, the county judge wrote me a certificate to drive only in Hunt CountyΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ 555 

stopped, just tell the patrolman to call me, that I gave you permission ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜΦέ 556 

XXI. Cotton Picking   557 

 L. Brandt: So, tell me about driving the cotton pickers.  Explain that. 558 

 J. Williams: In Greenville, if you went from here to Greenville, it would only 559 

be about 18 miles distance, which is considered a short distance now.  And we would have to go 560 

into Greenville.  We farmed 175 acres of cotton, and when that cotton was ready to pick, you 561 
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had to go in and harvest it.  You had about two months to harvŜǎǘ ƛǘΦ  {ƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ƻƴŜ 562 

family ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƻǘǘƻƴΦ  {ƻΣ 5ŀŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ DǊŜŜƴǾƛƭƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ Ωор 563 

ŦƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ōƭŀŎƪ, and holler for cotton 564 

pickers.  And most of them were sleeping in the yard because back then there was no air 565 

conditioning, and they would be sleeping in their front yard.  And the ones that wanted to work, 566 

would pick up their cotton sacks ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛƳō ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƭ 567 

day, and then bring them back that night. 568 

 L. Brandt: And how much did they get paid? 569 

 N. Williams: By the amount of cotton you picked. 570 

 J. Williams: So you picked by the pound.  At that particular time, they would 571 

only get 2 or 3 cents a pound for picking cotton. 572 

 L. Brandt: And so how many pounds did they average? 573 

 J. Williams: Some of them could pick between 300 and 400 pounds.  So they 574 

worked, 8 or 10 cents a day is all they made.  But the farmer was only receiving 5 cents a pound 575 

for the sale of his cotton. 576 

 L. Brandt: And where did you take the cotton to? 577 

 J. Williams: To the cotton gin - the local cotton gin. 578 

 L. Brandt: In Greenville? 579 

 J. Williams: In Greenville.  Uhuh. 580 

 L. Brandt: Okay, what about the one over in Farmersville?  Because I 581 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ CŀǊƳŜǊǎǾƛƭƭŜΧ 582 

 J. Williams: There was one just south of us here called Fayeburg, just south 583 

here, just two miles.  That was the nearest cotton gin Blue Ridge had was Fayeburg. 584 
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 L. Brandt: So anybody who farmed in the Blue Ridge area went to 585 

Fayeburg? 586 

 N. Williams: Now I remember two cotton gins at Blue Ridge, Motes and the 587 

other one. 588 

 J. Williams: We had Fayeburg, Motes Gin and the community gin in Blue 589 

Ridge, two miles either way. 590 

 N. Williams: And I always remember one being over there. 591 

 L. Brandt: Tell me about your schooling and picking cotton20. 592 

 J. Williams: We would start to school in September, and usually, by the first 593 

of October, cotton was in full harvest, so they would turn the school out for six weeks for the 594 

children to pick cotton on the family farmΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 595 

school. 596 

 L. Brandt: So, about mid-November is when you went back? 597 

 J. Williams: Uhuh. 598 

 L. Brandt: I assume the children did not get paid to pick cotton. 599 

 J. Williams: No. 600 

 N. Williams: Not from your own family, no.  Now, when you got through 601 

working for your family, you could go pick cotton for somebody else and get paid then.  And 602 

ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƛŘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇƛŎƪΦ  hǳǊ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ 603 

always late because it was in the bottomΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜΩǎΦ 604 

 L. Brandt: What do you mean it was in the bottom? 605 

 N. Williams: The bottom ƭŀƴŘΦ  {ƻ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŦŀǎǘΦ 606 

 J. Williams: Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƴature as fast as here cotton did. 607 

                                                      
20 See Exhibit T1-T3 
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 L. Brandt: Why is that? 608 

 N. Williams: .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Řƻǿƴ ƭƻǿΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳǇ ƘƛƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ŀƴŘ 609 

everything.  It was always good, but it was not as early as the rest of the cotton was.  So, we 610 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻΧL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇƛŎƪ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ and all, but I would get 611 

paid ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǊǎ Ǝƻǘ ǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘƛǊŜ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L 612 

was in schoolΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ƎƻƴŜ ōŀŎƪΦ 613 

 L. Brandt: And how much were you getting paid? 614 

 N. Williams: L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ picker.  I tried. 615 

 L. Brandt: Was it hard to pick cotton? 616 

 J. Williams: It makes your fingers bleed.  The burrs would stick into your 617 

ƘŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƎŜǘ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 618 

fingernails. 619 

 N. Williams: I really loved it.  I loved it.  I just thought it was the greatest 620 

ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  5ŀŘŘȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘΦέ  .ǳǘΣ L ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘΦ  .ǳǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΧL ǘǊƛŜŘΣ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƘŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ 621 

there was a girl that went to school with me, and they worked for us, and I would be right next 622 

to her.  She would be picking three rows, and I would have one row, and I would be trying my 623 

best to stay up with her.  And so, I worked.  But I tried.  It was good.  It was a good life, I 624 

thought, the best. 625 

 L. Brandt: Was it a social ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŀΩƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ?  Or did 626 

people just put their heads down and go to work? 627 

 J. Williams: Oh, you just put your head and down and go to work. 628 

 N. Williams: Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘΦ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘΧ 629 



29 
   
 J. Williams: A lot of people that were working picking cotton, they would 630 

sing, especially the black people that I hauled out of Greenville.  They would all harmonize and 631 

sing while they were working picking cotton. 632 

 L. Brandt: What were they singing, hymns? 633 

 J. Williams: Mostly hymns.  Old time hymns. 634 

XXII. Religion  635 

 L. Brandt: So what was the religious life like around here? 636 

 J. Williams: Well, we were Methodist Baptist, mostly Baptist.  We would be 637 

50-рл .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΧ 638 

 N. Williams: Well, not quite 50-рлΣ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘŘȅΩǎ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 639 

ChristΦ  aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΦ  !ƴŘ ǎƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǳǎΣ 640 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ 5ŀŘŘȅΩǎ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ 641 

thought we were going to hell because we were the Church of Christ. 642 

 L. Brandt: What were the churches you went to?  What was the name of 643 

the churches? 644 

 N. Williams: Blue Ridge, First Baptist Church in Blue Ridge always. 645 

XXIII. Baptisms  646 

 L. Brandt: And what were the Baptisms like?  Were they in the rivers? 647 

 N. Williams: Now, I remember the pool BaptismsΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜre 648 

when I was old enough to be baptized.  We had a baptisteryery in our church.  And I can 649 

remember, when I was a little kid, seeing people baptized in pools. 650 

 L. Brandt: What do you mean in a pool? 651 
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 J. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘƻŎƪ ǘŀƴƪ21.  My oldest sister was baptized in a stock 652 

tank. 653 

 L. Brandt: And did the whole church turn out for that? 654 

 J. Williams: Oh yes.  The preacher walks off into the tank, and the person 655 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻŦŦ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴƪΣ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƻƴ a dress made out 656 

of a cotton sack, because she had to be careful.  You know when you get wet, your clothes stick 657 

to you, so my mother fixed her a dress out of cotton sack, and she was baptized in that cotton 658 

ǎŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŜǾŜrything like you could with a dress. 659 

XXIV. Community Hog Killings  660 

 N. Williams: Back then, people cared for each other.  There would be hog-661 

ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƎǎ over to Mother and 662 

5ŀŘŘȅΩǎ house, and the men would take them to the barn, and they would kill hogs that day.  663 

!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƘƻƎǎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ōƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǘ up and take it around to people.  They 664 

ǎƘŀǊŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ  People cared for each other. 665 

 L. Brandt: And about what years were these again? 666 

 N. Williams: Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ плΩǎΦ 667 

 J. Williams: aƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ олΩǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ 668 

 N. Williams: L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ плΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 669 

fence to really remember them coming.  And we had this really big barn out there.  It had been 670 

Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀŘŘȅΩǎΦ  Lǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ barn.  He had racehorses.  And so, it had a big fence 671 

around it and everything, and they would go out there, and they would hang the hogs up and kill 672 

them.  And I guess they would go ahead and butcher them that day. 673 

                                                      
21 See Exhibit U 



31 
   
 L. Brandt: I bet it was pretty noisy. 674 

 N. Williams: Nobody even thought ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎǳŜǎǎΦ 675 

 J. Williams: It was just a community affair.  Everyone was friendly and had a 676 

good time. 677 

 L. Brandt: So did they have a big cook-off, when they killed it?  Or it was 678 

just mostly butcher and divide the meat? 679 

 N. Williams: Everybody would take their meat home with them, but they 680 

would take their neighbors meat.  They would call it a mess of ham, a mess of something or 681 

other. 682 

 J. Williams: Fresh meat.  And there was a procedure on that.  Economy 683 

wise, hog killing happened in December normally, December to January before the first freeze.  684 

And they would take the cotton sacks that had been used to pick cotton with.  Then mother 685 

would take those and wash them in a wash pot and bleach them out real white, and then make 686 

sausage sacks out of the cotton sacks.  Long two or three inch sacks, and she would sew them, 687 

and we would stuff the sausage in those cotton sacks and hang them in what they called a 688 

smokehouse. 689 

 N. Williams: We had a smokehouse at the back of the house, and they would 690 

hang their meat ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ  Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜΧ 691 

 J. Williams: Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǇƻƛƭΦ 692 

XXV. Truman Webb, Benny Cook, and Hazel Dixon  693 

 L. Brandt: Did you have anything else you wanted ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΧƻƪŀȅΦ  694 

Could you tell me about Truman Webb? 695 

 J. Williams: Truman Webb was one our deacons in our First Baptist Church. 696 
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 L. Brandt: Tell me the name and location of the First Baptist Church. 697 

 J. Williams: LǘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ рпр ŀƴŘ ту ƛƴ .ƭǳŜ wƛŘƎŜ. 698 

 N. Williams: LǘΩǎ омсΧ 699 

 J. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ Church.  We have a new Baptist Church 700 

ƴƻǿΦ  LǘΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  Lǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 701 

now as some kind of historical building now, and some people bought it and turned it into an 702 

entertainment type building, the old Baptist Church. 703 

 L. Brandt: So Truman was a deacon? 704 

 J. Williams: He was deacon in the church, so people respected him so much, 705 

and he had small cattle operation, and he had the extra time to take care of this Frognot water 706 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  !ƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƻƎƴƻǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ, 707 

so we turned it over to Truman. 708 

 L. Brandt: !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅŀΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ?  How did you learn to 709 

do this, to lay the pipe and do all the organization and all the paperwork? 710 

 J. Williams: Well, Benny Cook was an Ag teacher originally at Blue Ridge 711 

High School.  And he was up to date on everything in agriculture.  He was also a mechanic, a 712 

welder, a construction person of all types, because he taught agriculture.  Benny Cook was the 713 

main person.  Also, he would receive all the bulletins from the government what programs were 714 

available to the communities.  And he found out about this program.  We applied for it.  It was 715 

approved, and it started from there, through Benny Cook. 716 

 L. Brandt: So he was the one with the knowledge base. 717 

 J. Williams: Right, the knowledge base. 718 

 L. Brandt: And then Truman had the time to move forward with this 719 

project. 720 
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 J. Williams: Right. 721 

 L. Brandt: So how did Hazel Dixon get involved? 722 

 J. Williams: Hazel Dixon, she ran a local Frognot store.  And all of the people 723 

in the community would meet there every morning and have coffee and have a coffee session.  724 

And they would discuss all the problems of the community and everything else.  Hazel was part 725 

of it.  So she wanted to get in on the organization of Frognot Water. 726 

 L. Brandt: Now, where was her husband, her husband, Otis22, right? 727 

 J. Williams: Otis, he was out there with her. 728 

 L. Brandt: hƪŀȅΣ ǎƻ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ hǘƛǎ come on to the board other than 729 

Hazel? 730 

 N. Williams: IŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘΦ 731 

 J. Williams: He was a quiet type man, and Hazel was outgoing. 732 

 L. Brandt: Okay, did you bring something for us to take a look at? 733 

 N. Williams: ¸ŜǎΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳƳŀƴ Webb ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 734 

one of their sons. 735 

 J. Williams: In the church. 736 

 L. Brandt: LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΧ 737 

 N. Williams: ²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Χ 738 

XXVI. Fire Department  739 

 L. Brandt: L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΦ  LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ 740 

ƴƻǿΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊŜ 741 

                                                      
22 See Exhibit H 
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Department around here if there was one.  I assume there were grass fires, right, because grass 742 

fires were a common thing in this area. 743 

 J. Williams: Yes.  For years, we just had one old fire truck with a water tank 744 

on it, and that was it.  It was filled from the local city water tank. 745 

 L. Brandt: And, when there was a fire, who put out the fires? 746 

 J. Williams: Usually, we had one or two volunteers there in town, and they 747 

would go to put the fire out. 748 

 L. Brandt: So they have an actual, a mechanical vehicle with a tank on it, 749 

that they drove to wherever the fire was? 750 

 J. Williams: Right, the city does. 751 

XXVII. Recipes 752 

 L. Brandt: Do you have any particular recipes ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΚ  753 

{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴΚ 754 

 J. Williams: {ƘŜΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ known for her coconut pies.  That would be the best 755 

one. 756 

 N. Williams: Everybody can make a coconut pieΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ  L 757 

just always use ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƎŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳǘǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ǘƻ 758 

know that. 759 

XXVIII. Clothing  760 

 L. Brandt: I ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛŘ ȅŀΩƭƭ 761 

ǿŜŀǊΚ  ²ŜǊŜ ȅŀΨƭƭ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ƧŜŀƴǎΚ  5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ from the cotton sacks? 762 
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 J. Williams: No, during the depression, I was born in the decade of the 763 

мфолΩǎΦ  IŜǊōŜǊǘ IƻƻǾŜǊ was president, and that was the worst part of the depression.  So from 764 

мфол ǳǇ ǘƻ ΩоуΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƻǊŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ. 765 

 L. Brandt: Were they homemade or did you purchase them off a rack? 766 

 J. Williams: No, we purchased them in the local store.  But overalls were 767 

mainly the clothing for the boys.  Mother, when we would buy chicken feed for our chickens, 768 

therŜ ǿŀǎΧǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΚ 769 

 N. Williams: It was just print-ƭƛƪŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΧŎŀƭƛŎƻ? 770 

 J. Williams: Yeah, we would feed all the feed out of the chicken sack, then 771 

Mother would take the sacks, wash them, and make my sistersΩ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŜŜŘ ǎŀŎƪǎΚ 772 

 L. Brandt: Was there any stigma about wearing that kind of clothing? 773 

 N. Williams: bƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭΦ 774 

 J. Williams: ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳse 775 

times was so hard during those times. 776 

 N. Williams: aƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜΧIƻƳŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ in school 777 

were very popular because, if kids were going to learn to sew at home, they learned there to 778 

sew and cook and things like that.  It was good back then.  I tell you, we need to go back for part 779 

of it now, I think. 780 

XXIX. Doctors  781 

 L. Brandt: What about the doctors if somebody got sick? 782 

 J. Williams: When I was born, my dad delivered every one of us.  There was 783 

never a doctor that delivered any of us children.  Dad delivered every one of us.  To go back to 784 

my birth, it was in January, and the temperature was eight degrees.  Everything was frozen in 785 
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the house except the room where the heater was.  When Dad delivered me, he cut the navel 786 

cord off, turned it back, and wrapped it with sewing thread and dipped it in kerosene to make 787 

ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƎŜǊƳǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜƴΣ ƘŜ ǘƘŀǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ bucket out that was frozen solid 788 

ǘƻ ǿŀǎƘ ƳŜ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōǳŎƪŜǘΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 789 

 N. Williams: Doctors made house calls back then, and there was one close to 790 

Greenville that delivered me, I think.  And there was a doctor in Blue Ridge at that time, and she 791 

may have delivered my sisters, or something. 792 

 L. Brandt: Yeah, they came over to the house.  The doctors would come to 793 

the house.  When my little brother was born, the doctor spent the whole day over there, 794 

because Mother and Daddy called him that morning, so he came on up.  He spent the whole 795 

ŘŀȅΦ  aȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōƻǊƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ млΥлл ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  IŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ 796 

would come in too.  They all stayed there, and they ate, then he was born at 10:05 that night. 797 

 L. Brandt: What about your own kids?  Were they born at home? 798 

 N. Williams: No, they were at the hospital.  We lived in Euless, at that time.  799 

They were born at Arlington Hospital.  Dr. Scheinberg was their doctor. 800 

XXX. Veterinarians  801 

 L. Brandt: ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘǎΚ  5ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜΧ? 802 

 J. Williams: ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  5ǊΦ tƛŜǊŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 803 

veterinarianΦ  IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ωос CƻǊŘ, and all his vet equipment was in that Ford.  And he had welded 804 

a metal seat in the front under the steering wheel, and he sat in that metal seat and drove that 805 

car.  And being a dairy man, I had to use him to authorize my dairy to open as a Grade A.  He had 806 

to come and inspect my cattle and give them all a TB test ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ¢.Φ 807 

 L. Brandt: Now, Grade A is drinking milk for a human being? 808 
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 J. Williams: Yes, Grade A is for the sale of milk to the public.  And Class B 809 

Ƴƛƭƪ ƛǎΧȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ and things like that.  In order to have a Class A dairy, you have to have 810 

a veterinarian to inspect your barn, inspect your cattle, and give all your cattle, at that particular 811 

time, a TB testΦ  IŜΩŘ Ǉǳƭƭ ōƭƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ¢ǳōŜǊŎǳƭƻǎƛǎ because 812 

a lot of cattle had Tuberculosis. 813 

 L. Brandt: And how often did he come out? 814 

 J. Williams: ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ Ŏƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 815 

handle yourself; ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦ  IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾŜǘΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ, but he never went 816 

to college.  He was ordained a veterinarian in the Hunt County Courthouse in Greenville.  He 817 

took the test.  He passed the state test and became a veterinarian. 818 

 L. Brandt: So he only had a high school degree? 819 

 J. Williams: A high school diploma.  He took the test, passed it, and he never 820 

went to college.  But he was a good vet. 821 

 L. Brandt: And who birthed the cows?  Did he come over or did you take 822 

care of it? 823 

 J. Williams: I always birthed my own cows. 824 

XXXI. Medicines  825 

 L. Brandt: And where did the medicines come from?  Did he bring them 826 

with him? 827 

 J. Williams: No, I belonged to a local feed co-op, and this co-op has all types 828 

of medications now.  Vaccinations, anything a veterinarian would need to deliver a calf. 829 

 L. Brandt: You administered the medications or did you bring the vet in? 830 

 J. Williams: No, I did all that myself. 831 
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 L. Brandt: How about medications when you were growing up.  Where did 832 

those come from, for people, for yourself, your brothers and sisters? 833 

 J. Williams: When I went in the armyΣ L ǿŀǎ нм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ 834 

to a dentist. 835 

 L. Brandt: And what war was that? 836 

 J. Williams: LΩƳ ŀ Yorean combat veteran. 837 

 L. Brandt: And what years were you in the service? 838 

 J. Williams: CǊƻƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ Ωрм ǘƻ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ΩррΦ 839 

 L. Brandt: And what did you do for them? 840 

 J. Williams: I was a combat engineer.  But up until I was 20 years old, I had 841 

never been to a dentistΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŀǾƛǘȅ.  No one in familyΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎǳŜǎǎΣ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎŀǾƛǘȅΦ  842 

We ate all the vegetables off the farm.  We had our own milk, our own beef and everything. 843 

 L. Brandt: So you raised everything that was on the table? 844 

 J. Williams: Everything that we ate except flour and sugar, we raised 845 

ourselves, in my family. 846 

 L. Brandt: And did you sell the additional produce, or did you just have a 847 

garden for yourselves? 848 

 J. Williams: Mother canned 1400 cans or jars of food a year, and we put it in 849 

the storm ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ς canned goods.  And we had 850 

our own beef. 851 

 L. Brandt: {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅŀΩƭƭ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜƴΚ 852 

 J. Williams: The only medications I remember was pepsin and cod liver oil, 853 

and things you buy in the drug store.  We never had any medications that I know of. 854 
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 N. Williams: And if we got sick, we would just call the doctor, or we would go 855 

to the doctor. 856 

 J. Williams: It seems to me that in 1936, the county started having a 857 

vaccination program.  You could go to the courthouse to the person that worked for the county, 858 

and they would give vaccinations to you ς like smallpox and things like that. 859 

 N. Williams: We had our vaccinations at schoolΦ  5ƛŘƴΩǘ ȅŀΩƭƭΚ 860 

 J. Williams: Later on, we did.  The county health nurse would come around. 861 

XXXII. Good Times 862 

 L. Brandt: What else would you like to tell me or did we cover it all? 863 

 N. Williams: I would like to say this is the best life that anybody could have.  864 

LΩƳ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΦ  L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǎt life.  I had the happiest childhood growing up, 865 

and my life has been so good out here.  I have lived in town.  Before I got married, my cousin 866 

and I shared an apartment in Dallas, and so I know what town is like, what big cities are like.  But 867 

this is my spot.  This is my favorite.  And our children have all turned out to be so good.  My 868 

grandkids are the same. 869 

 L. Brandt: {ƻ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΦ 870 

 N. Williams: I have been truly blessed every day. 871 

 L. Brandt: Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΚ 872 

 J. Williams: No, not that I can think of. 873 

 N. Williams: I never regretted any work I did, picking cotton, working the 874 

dairy, chopping cotton and cleaning corn and things like that.  It was all good. 875 
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XXXIII. Inflation  876 

 J. Williams: As far as talking about waterΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƭŀǘƛƻƴ 877 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƳŜǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ϷрлΦлл ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 878 

around $4000.00 now.  The price ς ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ 879 

 N. Williams: But that was one of the best things that every happened. 880 

L. Brandt: Was the water? 881 

 N. Williams: Absolutely.  I guess the electricity people would say electricity, 882 

ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ 883 

 L. Brandt: So you had electricity long before you had water? 884 

 N. Williams: Oh yes. 885 

 J. Williams: In 1936, we got one light bulb, which the REA ran an electrical 886 

line to our home north of GreenvilleΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōǳƭō ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 887 

the oƴƭȅΧǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ тр ŎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǇŀƛŘ for 888 

a light bill. 889 

 L. Brandt: Was that a lot at the time? 890 

 J. Williams: hƘΣ ȅŜǎΦ  тр ŎŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǎΧŀǎ L ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ол ǘƻ плΣ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ for 891 

ǘŜƴ ŎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘǊŜǿΦ 892 

 L. Brandt: So it took you almost all day to work for that? 893 

 J. Williams: To make a dollar, yeah. 894 

 N. Williams: I remember I picked cotton for my uncle on this land here, and I 895 

made $5.00 a day.  That was $25.00 that week.  That was good, really good. 896 

 L. Brandt: ²ŜƭƭΣ LΩǾŜ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ 897 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅŀΩƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ 898 

and be back in touch with you. 899 
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XXXIV. )ÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ÅÒȭÓ .ÏÔÅ 900 

Interviewer's Note:  Exhibit I is a photograph of the Well #3, the "McDonald Station," located on 901 

CR 825. In 2003, Frognot WSC purchased one acre of land from Mr. and Mrs. Nancy and James 902 

Williams, which had been in the McDonald family for 100 years.  (Minutes of the Board of 903 

Directors, May 19, 2003). 904 
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Exhibits  

Exhibit A   (Page 1) Two Photographs:  Tony McDonald 
A1: Tonnie (Tony) McDonald (legs crossed) 
A2: 1910 Dixon (Frognot) Consolidated School 

Exhibit B   (Page 1)  Two Photographs:   
B1:  /ƻǾŜǊΥ ά{ƻǳǾŜƴƛǊέ 

     B2:  /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ά{ƻǳǾŜƴƛǊέΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ wƻǎǘŜǊ 
Grades 1-7 

Exhibit C   (Page 2) Two Photographs:  Dixon (Frognot)  
C1:  McDonald Family & Homestead 
C2:  Dock Alexander McDonald wearing hat, on horse 

Exhibit D  (Page 3) Two Photographs:  Nancy McDonald Williams 
      D1:  Nancy C. McDonald (12 years old) with little 
     brother, Tony Alan McDonald, son of Tony McDonald, 
     and grandson of Doc Alexander McDonald 
     D2:  Nancy C. McDonald seated on car, Buick, with 

her sister, Bobbie, and brother, Tony Alan 
Exhibit E  (Page 5) Photograph of Nancy C. and James A. Williams 
Exhibit F  (Page 8) Photograph of Truman Webb 
Exhibit G   (Page 8) Photograph of Hazel Dixon with her frogs 

CHARLOTTE- ANNE LUCAS, Frognot: Community 
Enshrines bŀƳŜǎŀƪŜΩǎ bƻƛǎȅ /ƘƻǊǳǎ, DALLAS 
TIMES HERALD, p. 1 (June 6, 1982). 

Exhibit H   (Page 33) Photograph of Otis Dixon in TOLBERT, FRANK, 
¢ƻƭōŜǊǘΩǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎΥ CǊƻƎƴƻǘ DŜǘǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƪǎ, 
DALLAS MORNING NEWS, VIEPWOINT, p. 29 
(October 16, 1966). 

Exhibit I   (Page 40) Photograph of the Well #3, the "McDonald 
     Stationέ 
Exhibit J  (Page 8) Photograph of John D. Truelove 
Exhibit K  (Page 9) Photograph of Headstone of Truman Webb 
Exhibit L  (Page 10) Photographs of Cisterns 
Exhibit M  (Page 12) Photograph of Water Dippers 
Exhibit N  (Page 14) Photograph of Slop Jars 
Exhibit O  (Page 14) Photograph of Wash Tubs 
Exhibit P  (Page 15) Photographs of Frognot Water Meters 
Exhibit Q  (Page 15) Frognot Service Area and Map 
Exhibit R  (Page 15) Photograph of Water Tower and Articles on Mary Hall 
Exhibit S  (Page 19) Photographs of Chicken Fried Steak and Recipe 
Exhibit T  (Page 27) Photographs of Cotton 
Exhibit U  (Page 30) Photograph of Stock Tank 
Exhibit V  (Attached) Release of James A. Williams 
Exhibit W  (Attached) Release of Nancy C. Williams  
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EXHIBIT A 

A1 - Tonnie (Tony) McDonald, age 8 or 9 (legs crossed) 
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A2 - 1910 Dixon (Frognot) Consolidated School 

 

 

  

A3 - Tony McDonald and brother, Jess 
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EXHIBIT B 

B1 - Dixon Frognot Consolidated School /ƻǾŜǊΥ ά{ƻǳǾŜƴƛǊέ

 

 

B2 - 5ƛȄƻƴ CǊƻƎƴƻǘ /ƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ά{ƻǳǾŜƴƛǊέΥ Student Roster Grades 1-7 
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EXHIBIT C 

McDonald House and Dock Alexander wearing hat, on horse 
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EXHIBIT D 

D1 - Nancy McDonald (12 years old) with small child, little brother, Tony 
 Alan McDonald, and grandson of Dock Alexander McDonald 
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D2- Nancy C. McDonald seated on car, Buick, with her sister, Bobbie, 
 and brother, Tony Alan 
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EXHIBIT E 

Nancy and James Williams 
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EXHIBIT F 

Photograph of Truman Webb 
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EXHIBIT G 

G1-G4 - Photograph of Hazel Dixon with her frogs CHARLOTTE-ANNE LUCAS, Frognot: 
Community EnsƘǊƛƴŜǎ bŀƳŜǎŀƪŜΩǎ bƻƛǎȅ /ƘƻǊǳǎΣDALLAS TIMES HERALD,p.1 June 6, 1982 

 
 

G1 - DALLAS TIMES HERALD, p. 1 (June 6, 1982) 
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G2 - Hazel Dixon with her frog collection 
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G3 - Hazel Dixon Next to Frognot Road Sign; Frognot/Dixon General Store (in background) 
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G4 - Article on Hazel Dixon 

 

 

  






















































