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l. Introducti ons and Photograph Descriptions

L. Brandt: a® ylrYS Aa [@RAlI . NIYRlOOD L
Directors of Frognot Water Supply Corporaion ¢ 2 R & A& ! LINAf wmZ
you would state youname for me, please.

B. Griffin: Bob Griffin.

L. Brandt: And TrenaGriffirg, for the first time. And this interview is takin
LX I OS 4 GKSANI K2YSE gKAOK Aa £20F3GSR I

B. Griffin: 15 Woodmeadow, Highway 78 M Blue RidgeTexas

L. Brandt: This interview is sponsored by Frognot Water Supply Compg
FYR A0Qa LI NI 27F (KS CNZ grofertii Betole weSshaitefl s Jape
we were out in your gardearea, and you were talking about some implemethizt | had taken
some photographsf, and we labeled them 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. Could you tell me about the fir

onethat dealt with ice?

Il. Ice

B. Griffin: Many years ago, th8outhland Corporation of Dallasld the
iced b2 (KI3Z® ONBE &2 20 BR KS I NiBe thatfl was gothiingto
was an icecarrying device Youput it around a 50 Ib. bloctif ice and carry it. That way you
R2y QG 3IS0G @2dNJ Kl yRa O02f Ro

L. Brandt: About what year was that? That people would be doing thaf

B. Griffin: FRY GKS f ldaLd Sdno dviyt n nQUaNNS y G @

places that still buy blodke, and they use those carriers to carry it with.

! See Exhibit A
2 See Exhibit B
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L. Brandt: And were they using those bloc&kicehere in the Blue Ridge
area for refrigeratiof?

B. Griffin: Used it for refrigeration They had welhsulatedboxes which
wecaledicd 2ESa® ¢KI 1Qa ¢ KSNB [akdSouwsunlpui tBeseD |
blocksof ice in the top of the ice box. It was segregated from the buotpart. If you had meat
GKFG @2dz RARY QUG 461yl (2 &2dzNJ 2N NUzZA y T aad
the things you wanted to keep cooler in a separate door, a compartinelatv the ice. But
they did it two ways. They went to the little grocestpres and bought the ice, and then there
was actually, in this communityere, we had what was called a peddling wagémd they
would carry ice around. They carried two or three cahdifferent types of vegetablesYou
could buy your ice or vegetables off of the wagbat came by your house once a week.

L. Bradt: And we did that within the Frognot Water Supply Company
area?

B. Griffin: Yeswe did. That was in the Frognot area, the Blue Raige;
all of this area here had peddling wagons.

L. Brandt; Did the Dixon General Stocarry ice the blockof ice?

B. Griffin: In the beginning, they did. The last, they did not.

L. Brandt: 2 KSy @2dz aFAR aAy (GKS 0S3aAY

there in years.

4

B. Griffin: TS & WranRYL QY y 2 &adaNB G(KS SE|l

CKSe a0l NISROAY! yikRSF B INERG cihhESs> G KSeX
L. Brandt: WeKSEQ bERYXI hidAa
B. Griffin: Otisand HazeDixon They sold mainly sacked s |

remember. Yeah, they had a deep freeZéhey had sacked icand they would sell you block

Y¥S FNR
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iccoutof KS RSSLI TNBST So tKSe YySOSNI ROQRP KK @
the ruralstores did. The €sertstore had an ice house they built especially to put this block
in. It was vey thick, wellinsulated They kept it for a long period of time.

L. Brandt: During the time that Otisand Hazelvere running the general
store, were people still using ideoxes or did they have actual refrigerators then?

B. Griffin: The iceboxeshad been pretty welLJK | & SR 2 dzii @
RARY Qi S @Shedse ldzhdDésertsifre, which is near Frognot, they had an ice ho
dzy G At G KIS S NESE AcSER (G KSe HayiliRh fGfK SK ISR NE & Ac

remember, Tren?

T. Griffin: L R2y Qi NBYSYOSNW

B. Griffin: Most of the icehouses had been phased out by that time
LISNA 2 R .dzi GKIFGQa éKIG GKIFIG RSOAOS 41 4
II. Double Tree

L. Brandt: And what was the snd object that you pointed to?

B. Griffin: LiQa OI f f S.RThdt paic@ildrdrie & clos&liB F50
8SIFNER 2fRO® LGQ& YIRS 2dzi 27F oirttheNRted Shiess

L. Brandt: B ODART? Bodart w@od

B. Griffin: b2 AdQaX

T. Griffin: Bh L!{w9/W L{iIQad CNBYOK®

L. Brandt: hilFl&Z 02AaSQl ND

B. Griffin: In the beginning, that woodras brought here to build streets

2dzi 2T  LGQAa a2 KIFENR® Li R28ayQd NRG 7

* See ExhibiD
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original streets, like in Tucspand some of the old westetowns> K | @S porgh&sanf QI

02A4SQFND adNBSiGao
T. Griffin: Dallag Ay (GKS 0S3A ¢tedts/ Ehey uded iR
0S0OIFdzaS AGQa @SNE &l NP gshtait i Riting SNEhEt was3ided to

pullaplowy 2 NXY I f f & ® t S 2 Ldiy Sather 8dtil8 withek use hbrksS plov th® &

gardenwith. And most of theseural farmers did. Otisnd HazeKF R I 3 NRSY O

NI GKSNJ dzaS | K2NBEST 0680l dzasS A

the chain was then, iturn, was tied to the plow, your plow of choice, to till your garden. An

GKFGQa 6KFEG AdQa OFftftSRZ | R2dzofS GNBS

L. Brandt: And that plowwas attached then to a horse?

B. Griffin: The back of the horseYeah. Tay had two types of plows.

They had one that you could ride, which had whesisach side. You would usually put two
horsesto that because it was a little bit harder to pull. And then they had one that just
K I R X {cdll ié&m a buster They just had one large plpand one man stood behind it, with
handleson it, and guided it, and kept it erect. The horse did the pullmgl he just did the

guidingp ¢CKFEiQa ¢KIG GKIFIG 2yS gl ao CKFEG &I

V. Horse Harness

L. Brandt: And what was the third object you pointed to?

B. Griffin: tKS GKANR 202S00 gFaXegKI K

L. Brandt: The harnes®

B. Griffin: h Ko ¢tKS GKANR 202S00 g axi

you ran a reinwhich was made out of leathenormally cowhidethrough those little round

® See Exhibit E
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110

circlethings, and hooked onto a bit on the horse. It was used in guidleagorse. It was a

steering wheelbasically. It aided in steering the horse. Turn it right. Turn it left or stop.

L. Brandt: That also wa used for plowinghe fields or seedirg

B. Griffin: Correct. Pulling a wagpplowinga field or seeding Yes
YI QF YO lye i KAY3 GKI needédahet toddiiest Rim knd éoatidlif with2 NE = & 2
V. Pick

L. Brandt: And the fourth object that you had pointed téren&

T. Griffin: It was a pickp b2g L R2y Qi (1y26X

B. Griffin: It was a commerciglick. That was used on a road building
norm f f & @ L i Q& what afndrrialiférrBewduld DsBESNO Iided & A G Qa |[KSI @A S
YI'y KFER G2 OFNNE | LAO]l Fff RI & duldk@ategtdrdat| Ry Qi &
road crew. One would dig a while with it, theny 2 G KSNJ 2y S g2dz R RAFI | GKA
they used it for.

L. Brandt: Ld ¢Fa KSIQGASNI 06SOIFdzasS AdG 4Fa Y2N

B. Griffin: Commercial. More of a commercjatk

L. Brandt: So, it got the job done faster, but it also wore people out?

B. Griffin: ¢CKIFdQa NAIKIP ¢KS& oSNBE KSI g

VI. Cattle Bell
L. Brandt: And the last one, the fifth object that you pointed to?
B. Griffin: Otisused them. My father used them. That was a cdité’.

L. Brandt: Otisused them?

® See Exhibit F
” See Exhibit G
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B. Griffin: Oh, yeah. If they got out, which sometimes they would, you

coulduseyoureartotcki KSY R26Yy @ ¢tKSY ATXoKSY (K&

lot of the time, they would hide inbushEs 6 SOl dzaS (KSe& F¥SSt Y2N

their baby So when aaw got ready to have a calf, a lot of the time, you would put a bell
I N2 dzy R

GKSAN ySO1 o |y Rersélfi€rénytBe restfofSHR Aerdda2, A V

maybe sometimes, three or four days. You want to makaNsS
come up, you listen You walk through the bushes. You walk through the ¢raed you would
KSI 0SStttz

NJ G KI 0 S O theizdab or @dviSgthér hea@ Mt Bvery #me §

Y2@Sa KSNJ KSFRI Al Yl {b8llaThey used thein hrd@ermanfingtd

particular one came from Germany.

VII. Connection to Otis and Hazel Dixon

L. Brandt: Okay. The primary reason for the interview today and the
subject matter that you have is your connection to @il HazeDixon Could you tell me,
Bobby, what your connection is?

B. Griffin: My connection was | started datireggirl in 1956 Of course, |
was only two years old. But she wasieceX

L. Brandt: You were only two years old? (Laughing)
B. Griffin: Yeah. Butshe was Q@& Yy Acti@\ his greatiece And
her father and Ode were very close.
a2 |

L.Brandt: ., 2dz 18SLI NBFSNNAY3I KAY

B. Griffin: O DE. Yes. Ofaxort.

8 SeeExhibit H
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L. Brandt: So they referred to him, instead of Qttbey referred to him as

Ode?

VIII. Clell Beckham and Checkers

B. Griffin: Hazelcalled him Oti$ 2 y @ hod. ICaim& Beke and help me
NAIKG y20dé {KS 41 & | 062dzi ¥ A @ SandrsBedbasseklir f
like he was a little boy. Hewas very taiacke | YR &, S&X RS NI¢ I
she said. But she was a live wirghe very seldom ever got mad at him, but he loved to play
poker. He was really good at gamelkle and Clell Beckhamvhich was my fathein-law at the
GAYSo ae oATFTS LI aasSR lgleéesx yR /ftStfQa
tournaments and they would invite them all over the state of Texd$iey even played in
Oklahoma Normally, when Odand Clell went to play checkers, one would win one, amel
won second. They were that good. You could play with, and after you moved four times,
normallyKk SQR &l &z G2Stfx @2dzQ@¥S 320G mMH Y2NB
were going to play before they eliminated you. They read books dFhity played with each

2 0 KS NI ¢tKSe ¢2dAZ R RAaOdzaa Ado 4 2 ckexkerR A R

players.
L. Brandt: | 2dzZf R @82dz aLIStf GKS 20KSNJ 3
B. Griffin: CLELL BECKHAM.

IX. Rebecca Beckham

L. Brandt: Let me go back. In 195&e started there. You talked about
OtisNa =hikddandihow you got to know them.
B. Griffin: I ended up marrying her.

L.Brand: ! YR KSNJ ylYS Aaxk

GAYSao

@ 2dz R
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B. Griffin: Rebecca BeckhamAnd she died in 1974
X. Ode6 O &AOEAOGEO0 ' O1 AT A 3OEAEAA
B. Griffin: But | stayed friends with Odend Hazeuntil they died. We

were visiting Ode and Hazel in 198®d he asked mel always hunted lot. | always was a gu

collectord ' YR KS &l AR sheaways wadtedto hdng sifuiRchronieplaiex

52 &2dz {y2¢ lye2yS GKIG O2dt R R2 AGKE 1

This was in 1963. | do not know when his dad kHieadself. But he comes back, and hanus

a towel And | unwrapedthe towel; this gun was in it, with the spent cartridgieat his father

had killed himself with years ago. So | took it and got it chrbdfel § SRE | yR K §
whenldie,lwath . 20 G2 GF 1S GKAA&®E Iy iR weliddr 10Q &
years old, and the gun is over 100 years old. The holster is made to where, when you go
churchorgotoaplacetida @ 2dz R2y Qi o4l yi G2 Hor 1 $ d&@RdzN
LQ@PS S@PSNJ aSSy tA1S GKFGo® ,2dz odzid2y Al
GFr1Ay3 @2dzNJ oStid 2FFo CKFG gl @&z @2dz R2Y

L. Bradt: Point to the buttonsagain.

B. Griffin: This is where the holstemd gunwas buttoned on to Ode a

dad. He was a lawfficerin the county and very stockgnd very strong. We found out later

that the Dixon family had a histo& ¥ o1 R KSI NIi & @ {2 KAA& RIF
A0 NISR® 1 A& RFIR KiyBegiyf 6184 088y | YIyG
L. Brandt: Il Aa yFYS g axKkK
B. Griffin: They called him General Dixon ¢ KI G g1 ay Qi
CKFGQa 6KFHi KS 68yl o@o
° See Exhibit |

1 5ee Exhibit |
1 See Exhibit J
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L. Brandt: Nobody knows his first name?

B. Griffin: b2o 2SS Oly t221 AQ nizhddin | S
Wa dzZNRSNJ I i QGKS o NR& aWRY (R 2Byit ariywal, §e/g6t halfeklingsbag
l'YR KSQR (KNERg dzIHE hatl seweralkitBeRackBU2 he ha?l nodidedRvwhat
g1 a8 6NRYy3 ALK KAYOD {2 2yS RIFI&zX KS G(2fR
2y tA1S GKAaO® L OFyQl R2 Y& 2200 L Chisy
horseupaR NRB RS 2 dzi ¢ L R2y Qi Q& 218t 16KSS (i2KNS Ny 2l
where he killechimself. But he rode out into the pasturéed his horse, and took that guight
there andshothimself in the head and killed himself.

L. Brandt: And about how old was he then?

B. Griffin: L R2y Qi (y2¢ GKS IyasSN G2
0dzi  LQR al &z Ay GKS 7FA FHukalditde Dixdns died. yoddied the/
longest of any of the Dixons in that immediate family.

L. Brandt: And how old was he?

B. Griffin: IS o6 ax

T. Griffin: Would you say he was 79?

B. Griffin: He was in his 708 L REeywssiguité 70 A We| can look
that up, but he was in his 70s. Hisneplew t & YI RS A4 (2 KAa S|
died. He was going out to the pastyugnt out to open the gate, and had adrt attack in the

car and just fell over dead
XI. 0ded O (AAOO 0071 Al Al O
L. Brandt: So there were heaproblems in the family?

B. Griffin: The family had heagroblems, gs.
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L. Brandt: So you know Odbecause he marrietis greatniece Rebecca.

Treng how did you know Hazel

XII. 4 0AT A0 #1 11 AA®IEZEI Dixod /| OEO

T. Griffin: HazeDa Tl G4 KSNJ | yWRereVbdthelsNSo weRviBitedi K S NJ

GKSY 200l aArz2ylffteo 2 SQR 32 ( zandieas They aidNS

that for everybody in the country.

X1, The Dixon Store

L. Brandt: When you talk about the store, what store is this?

T. Griffin: The Frognot store.

L. Brandt: Also called the Dixon General Stoiethat correct?

B. Griffin: Yeah. They had a sign on it that said Dixon General*Store
Everybody just called it Frognot.

L. Brandt: What was the firstime that you got to know them™ow old
were you, what yar?

T. Griffin: | would say when we got together as families, | was very sm
had to be 4 or 5 when | first remember seeing them.

L. Brandt: About what year was that?

B. Griffin: In the 20s.

L. Brandt: 1920s?

T. Griffin: Thanks, Bob. Like 1949

L. Brandt: Tell me about the store.

B. Griffin: It was a typical generalstote ¢ KS& QR &SI NJ

25ee Exhibit K

> yR
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L. Brandt: [ SGQa

B. Griffin: L Ol yethat qugsiion. | know | started going there in the

11

61 O1 dzld I YAydziSed 2HKSy ot &

mdpnad® {2 AdG sla 6SF2NB (GKSyod L R2yQi |{y2s

L. Brandt: Did they take the store over from someone, or did they

establish the store?

T. Griffin: L R2Yy Qi (1y260

B. Griffin: L R2Yy Qi 1y2¢ SAGKSNW®D tKSe |[Y2O0SR

someone else and moved it there. | know that.

L. Brandt: They moved the buildirgy

B. Griffin: L o6StA
F2NJ & dzNB o . dzi LQY
SYGSNBR Ayidi2 G4KS Tl

them.

L. Brandt: And abait what year was that?

B. Griffin: 1955.

L. Brandt: If you walked into that general storgvhat would yowsee? First

of all, who would be going to that store?

B. Griffin: Is that comparable to going to Albertsqrs Kroger or one of

those big stores?

B. Griffin: Oh, no. It was more of a local gegether place as much as

SPS LQY O2NNS@litofhgouti KI G & L
I £ Y 2 But ibvdeNdBeady ksablishedwBihR (0 K |

YAt& LAOGANB FyR YSi [(KSY®

anything else. It was just local people that traded there. A few transit people travelling through

would stop andbuy gas He had gas pumgs

clientelewere locals.

l'YR @2dzQR 380 &a2YS [(NIyaa
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XIV. Items in the Dixon Store

L. Brandt: What were they buying there?

B. Griffin: Staples Salt, breadmilk They sold a lot of bread. Mdkd
bread just the normal staples.

L. Brandt: So they were the equivalent of alll or a convenience stofe

B. Griffin: They were a little bit more stocked than that. Well, currently
me, the stores are much better stocked. But they were better stocked than the convenien
stores of thosalays, because convenience stores were not that fepuThey had a pretty
good representation of all vegetablesanned vegetables. They had very little fresh produce
because it was so far from the produce mart. They grew some and sold some. They greV
squasiK i KSe& | f gl @ a Kan®Rthey wdult S¢Bsfiff cit-oNBRIBgarden. If they
knew you, they would give it to you.

T. Griffin: Eggs
B. Griffin: ¢tKS®@ NIA&ASRXGKS2& RA Renaudteygs S

to sell, but they did have chickeng hey sold beef They killedheir own beef.

XV. Otis6 © #AO0O01 A

L. Brandt: Did they have cattfe

B. Griffin: Yes,h QI Y& ¢ K A BbeligviedD or’6Q. Oshéddat N
YSX6SQR | f gl &a THgBuSually givé Bto S Théy were very gengpeosle.
| S &1 ARZX i&judtalig bit beyfeRlzali Ky |yé& o0SST LQ@S
no research done on it then. Today, when you go to the grasteng, you pay an extra
premiumprice for Black Anguseef. Because it turned out that it really was a better quality

beef.
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L. Brandt: So he was raising Black Angastle?

B. Griffin: He was one of the first in this area that started raising Black
Anguscattle.

L. Brandt: Did he do the butcheringnd the slaughtering

B. Griffin: b24 AYRAQGARdZ ffeod IS G221
plantsherS (1 KSy @ ¢t KS2@ QNB 2dza (i uthe daed take it to Tréhtmii
V- RSy Qa 2 K2 fliak: ft kd lmeéhlthéra for years and years. He had professior
butchersR2 A G F2NJ KAY®D Iy fackapé®S @ @K S@ 2R MRéhuaLN
roastand steaks The luxury steaks today are the strifige Fbones etc. But they sold more
hamburgery S | G @ ¢CKS@QR 06dz2 a2YS 27 (KlIdo | S
Odzia FTNRY =l RSyo . dbibnesiaiSedperRikeRtgaRd] It &WaS indre lik
roastand that.

L. Brandt: They were selling his Angus béetheir store?

B. Griffin: Normally, they were. Now he would buy some ground meat

occasionally. But most of it, they raised themselves, right tbarthat farm.

XVI. Hardware ltems

L. Brandt: In addition to selling some produdkeat they themselves raised
the beef and the basic staples, were they selling things like matdigagK K

B. Griffin: It was a semhardwarestore as welhs a grocergtore. They
had work glove® l'YR (KS& KIR GKS (KA, ¥nvés patketdatviess
shells and bullets They sold bullets.

L. Brandt: Did they sell gun®o, or just the bullet®

aFf 1A
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XVII. Gathering Place

B. Griffin: ¢ KS@ R Ay Dhey nev@rfdid sell guns. And if you ha
GAYSZ GKSNBQR | f gfi@my dS2y &S (BIFo tREdaha2R
biggest bottle. Most of us drank RC Cola because they httle &it more in there. They were
MH 21 @ad wmn 21 @ 2 SQOR aA0ZF NF&y R F¥RRRN
them play pokerbut it was against the lam Texast that time. | guess it still isto play cards
in public. So we had to play dominos in there. And his wife would kill him #&verghe found
2dzi KS KIFIR | H8n|Y8 N IVESDPOSEGSENR OKFY GKI

L. Bandt: Somebody told me that the Dixons store was a gathering pla
¢CKIFIGQa SaaSyidAal iminded thekEB ot Watée Sampany d@vielSpent. Did
they have a place where they served lumetbreakfasthat atracted people there to come in?

B. Griffin: Not commercially, at that time. In the latter years, after Otis
and Hazegjot out of it, it turned into a restaurantBut they just had a cofédable® ' YR

what you ate your luncloff of.

L. Brandt: A single coffe¢able?
B. Griffin: .Sa YIQlYo
L. Brandt: So there were only 4 chafts

B. Griffin: Yeah. At that time, they had a felgp coffeetabled 2 SQR

home and play dominowhen they closed. If they needed it or something, they might have
brought anotter one or two in there. But | never did see but one coffee table in there.

L. Brandt: So when people came in to talk about Frognot Water, they w
milling around or what?

B. Griffin: They either sat on the counter they sat down athe coffee

table. The counter was not very high, and you could sit on it if you wanted to. It was kind

d

dzQR 02
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horseshoeRSI f = ' yR (GKS& KIR GKSANI Ol a KheNdime a

and talk. It was a gathering place. Rural people like to visit and find out about their neigh

0 SNJ KS1

POrS.

XVIII. Store Routine

L. Brandt: What time was the store opened and closed? What were their
hours?

B. Griffin: L R2y Qi 1Y 2 é@dwhehhe operedupl |BaliveNd f dz
KS 2LISYySR Id 7 IyR Of2aSR FNRdzyR 17O LQY

GKge@ahGlre 2Ly dzy At

y2i a

i KS& KRS Bz (0 S1G10dz8 NRHERE QRS |

play a handf dominosout there. But, usually, when they got a chance to close, or there was
y2 2yS GKSNB:>X atre FFiSNIyz GKSy 6SQR 32 |[2dz0i (2
L. Brandt; Did he run the store, or did Haz®in the store? | understand
she was very personable, and he was very quiet and reserved.
B. Griffin: She was the dominant one, personalityse. She was there
more than him. He had cattle take care of, ad the fencingand the mowing® ¢tKS@ |[RARYQI
any of them, butthey hadapaobl LG Q& adaGAff GKSNBxX ¢gSaid 2F GKS
breadman.
XIX. Otis6 Osh& E
L. Brandt: They had a po@l
B. Griffin: CKIFIGQa oKIFG ¢S f@hidlivestdck ¢ G SNAYy 3 {1
L. Brandt: Oh, a stock tankr stock pon@
B. Giffin: Yeah, and he stocked it real weith channel catfish And the
breadY vy SOSNE RIFé&s KSQR OoNAy3I (GKSY (62 2N 0KNB:

3 See Exhibit L
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every other day or so. Buvery time he came, he would give Oweo or three stale loaves of

oNBFR® | f20 27 GAYSas KS g2dd R ol ]

those catfisi®

He liked to show his fish off.

L. Brandt: Did he fishthat pond and then sell them?

B. Griffin: He never did sell them to my knowledge. It was just mainly
G2ed | BKeR YIdS G IYSOR € S KAa FTNRASYyRa 2N ¥
R2y Qi GKAY]l] KS SOSNI RAR aSftt (GKSYo LG ¢

ours. ltwas a lot of fun. Did you evéred a fisf? You need ttry it. That was one of his

recreations

XX. Ots6 O 01T EAO ' Al AO

B. Griffin: When he could, he would try to sneak off and get in pajleane

somewhere. The poker gamere floatird @ ¢CKS@QR LJX & 2dzi i

a barn Or they even played out in the wood$his time of year, they would play out in the

woods.

L. Brandt: They were floating because they were illegajht?

B. Griffin: They were illegal But he did it mainly to keep HaZzem
knowing.

L. Brandt: She was the laylaughing).

B. Griffin: She was the lavior him. But they werdlegakp ,2dz ¢

supposed to do it. The law never did get him in trouble much. We had bootlegBack then,
we could buy beer, three carfisr a dollar,bootlegged. But the whiskdyauerswere buying it

for $2.50 a case, so everybody made a little moaleyg the way.

2 dzi

¢KSB@QR 02YS dzLJs sh Vh&t was$ big enjdySént fr Rin.

D

YAt e

Ia 2dza
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XXI. Bootleggers
L. Brandt: About what year was that with the bootleggérs
B. Griffin: They were here forever. When | was a little boy, there were

already several bootleggers

L. Brandt: About what year?

B. Griffin: | started buying bootleg booza 55

L. Brandt: Is that because it @s dry here? TexddA Ry Qi I f t 2|4
alcohof?

B. Griffin: wAIKG P ¢t KSNBQay DENEOC FCIlgdzd 2

brought beer in all around us. But at that time, we had to drive alvfay to Dallasr all the
way to Oklahoma So the bootleggers would get somebody to haul their whifiethem.
They sold ginvodka whiskey and wine Some black familiagould make wine ad beer. They
sold basically five things: gin, vodka, wine, beer and whiskey.

L. Brandt: So did they just pull their vehicle into the parking lot for the
Dixon General Storer how did they come in?

B. Griffin: The bootleggersyou had to go to them. And they did it in

S NI f iKS

(V)
[}

a RAFFSNBYy(l sleao hyS 27 oA33

YR KSQR atdbJyz8 R OGLIAY G GKAa I SQR

O2dzyi K26 YIye F88G SI&d

YR KS &F&3Z &hil & syowdd $5 stk

bucketli K S NB @ ¢ ¢ KGO 20dzf 6RyeQ Gl KIS | idtemitheytraidédktiek. NButp 2

there was a gentleman right there in frontof Gllé K2 dza& 0l G ®S R3IRR o

pend . 2dzQR 32 2otimhiskéyK SINSR F@NIzOR LRIY@AS G 2

KARS Al SOSNESKSNBO® I TG4SNI KS RASRZboatS T

62 H ABOI Iy K Nd

32
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L. Brandt;
B. Griffin:
200! ar2yltteo

was a ery good man.

XXII.
L. Brandt:
B. Griffin:
L. Brandt:
B. Griffin
T. Griffin:

B. Griffin:

18
Odedid?
| did. Odenever did bootleg. He just fraternized with them

I SQR

Dixon Store Closing

Okay, so we started the Dixon store sometime in the 50s.

It was there in 58 L R2yQi

1y29

They just continued selling until when?

2 KSNBQa (GKFG AYTF2NXIGA2Yy 2V
,2dz KIR GKFG tAGGHES LIASOS 2
L R2Yy Qi 1y2¢ 6KSy GKS& adzl(

guestion, but | can find out for you.

L. Brandt;

B. Griffin:

Did they sell the store to somebggdor did they just close it up

They sold it. It never was a big morewgking thing. It just

subsidized their income. They had cattlé gave them something to do. They made enough

get by on.
L. Bandt:
B. Griffin:

grocerya i 2 NB T2 NJ

But, then a yong lady had come iand made a restaurarg dz(i

It was also a social network for them?
They enjoyed seeing all their friends. They tried to make it g
KIFR Y2@SR I ¢

I gKAE ST odzi L

2T Ado . dzii

. Kl K& that. BLIgh2 feveRdiddaly(e it.2He

GKSY

small communityg

5KS RARY QU

Y18 Sy2daAK F2NJ KSNJ

closing it, and ended up doing away lwthe building tore it all down.

L. Brandt:

They tore it down when?

KA &

iKSe

KA YK
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B. Griffin: Fifteen years ago, roughly. It was after | moved back up here.

L. Brandt: So it was late 90sr mid 90s?

B. Griffin: It would be in themid 90s
XXIII. Water Wells

L. Brandt: What else would you like to tell me about Gte

B. Griffin: He was very laitback He was an honest man, a good man.
¢CKS gl GSNI a2aidsSyYy Aad ¢ K I 20dzCBNIzQ NBO Aiyel SINENE U
gKIFG 6S ¢2dd R R2XIKSNBQa .0Gneis calledesterd & wadl (
just let the water run off the top of the house.h@y had guttersand drainpipes So that means
that if there were 12 blackbirdsitting up on top of that house, when you got your water supj
you got a little poopn there. L ¢ 2 dzf Ry Qi RNA Y] GKI Go . dzii 3

asSiitsS 2y GKS oz2idd2Y0 LG 3JBufil guess it Waa ol Srivép. { K S

¢CKSY (KS 20§KSNJ 2y SXIi Kighano. Buf tRisKan® adsprinds . |
Andyoudiglown;@ 2dz Oy RA3I | ¢Sttt on F228 RSSLIY
even 30 foot deep.

L. Brandt: You have a wetp

B. Griffin: .54z YIQlYo

L. Brandt: Cauld you take me there and let me photograph it?

B. Griffin: { dzNB ® . Wk llageabs@lteRy, our neighbor, Lonnie Nav
gK2Qa LI aaSR | ¢ litoutyHeasked godldiie Rse thielzvatel out of it to put
some in his tank. Head a big pond. But, he would pump it dry. The next morning, it woulg

TdA € F3IFAYyd LGQa ySOSNI I32yS RNEO® LiQa

% See Exhibit M
®See Exhibit N
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L. Brandt: So it just bowls up?

B. Griffin: It comes in through the shoulders of the welNou had a picturs
ofonethathad abrickcasity ¢ KI 1Q&a ¢KIFG (GKAa Aaod ¢ KA
through there. Theymakeajig I f F NASNJ | NS R2g¢y |G (KS§

L. Brandt: The jugs at the bottom of the well?

B. Griffin: . Sas whostof them, not all of them. Some of them just
went straight down. We had one that had been dug out, and it went down straight, and th
the bottom, they made it largerike a gourd That way, you had more storage down there.

Now, what did you do to keep the inseast of that? Now we drank out of them. | drank ou

of a well

L. Brandt: It was unfiltere®

B. Griffin: Gosh, yeah, it was unfilteredSo we put channel catfigh t.
And they keptthe insecl YR Y& Fl 0KSNJ KFR | inlAdd inzh€ { f

summer, when the water was getting hotter, we had a busketwould let down into the well
And that bucket would be cool. Many times | have dug that catf8h2 dzZQR & G | NI
drink of water out of that bucket, and that old fistould slap you in the face with his tail. So
GKIFIGQa K2g (KSe afidsedisectwit oy hadng If pleifiéd2 S a

L. Brandt: With fishintKk S G y 1 X2y GKS 4Stf

B. Griffin: With one or two channel cat in there.
T. Griffin: We had a charcoal filtration system
B. Griffin: Most people did not.

T. Griffin: 2S5ttt Al RARyLQG@t i AIGBS oBNEa

% See Exhibit O
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B. Griffin:

T. Griffin:

L. Brandt;

T. Griffin:

then would go into the house.

21
FiltratonK I Ry Q& NBFft& 0SSy AyidN
We had a pumn our well
Where was the charcoal filtrati¢h Was it in the weltself?

No, it went through the tank, through the filtration systeamd

B. Griffin: b2 GKIFG OFrYS Ay GKS fF G308
electricpoumpon there. And that pump led to a compressed tank

T. Griffin: Yes.

B. Griffin: .dzli Y2al RATRydX KRS G KI G X

L. Brandt: What did Odehave for vater?

B. Griffin: He just had a well

L. Brandt: | SOR RNERLRZKY> o0ldzOR Sii K Sy X

B. Griffin: CAft AG 6AGK gl GSNI I yR Ll f
cattledrank out of the stock tankktl & ¢S ¢SNB Gl f 1 Ay3 | o62dzi
put fishin to do the filtration thing.
XXIV. Hazel$ E@T 1860 301 OEAO

L. Brandt: Tell me about Hazél

T. Griffin: She was a really good storyleth { KS O2dz R

she told you, you would sit down and listen
L. Brandt: What did she tell you about?

T. Griffin: She had a niecthat was my age.

7 See Exhibit P
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L. Brandt; And what was herame?
T. Griffin; Her namewasLennBt L 0 Sf AS@S o L RA

6SNB (GKS alyvys$S 138Sd L o6& RIN)Y oNMzySGiGSd

[ SyySi ¢KSYy L ¢2dA R 32 a3\ SaK 3Yod2 dzii! yYRS & K

Ry Qi N

[ SYY

SYR (6S

1y26 SIFOK 2G0KSNE o6dzi [ SyySi mhghzine aizbde GfzhetogpfS XL & |

100 business ladies, but the most powerful. She was one of the, at that time, she-@&0b
Charles Schwabl always enjoyed her stories. And whei$ Y yrSoth€l died, | went by the

funeralK2 YSYZ yR L alg KSNJ AAGOGAY3T GKSNBI |y

I Yd§ N Yie ft®2 KWBSOGA2yE YR aKS &l ARI ¢ K|l

was spending weekends at Oded Hazed 4 > 06 SOl dzaS G KS& GNBI 4§

aFARI aL |fglea 2dzad omewhere, HafePvidiimke me g dResso@

of a floursackp €
B. Griffin: CSSR al Olao CKFGQa gKIG
L. Brandt: Did she do this by hand?
B. Griffin: She had a sewing machine
L. Brandt: So they had electricitthere. They may not have had running

water, but they had electricity.

B. Griffin: They had electricity But her original sewing machirghehad
X

T. Griffin: Treadle machine.

L. Brandt: A treadle machine?

T. Griffin: CSIHEKE GKIFGQa eoKEFEG AdQa OFf ¢

(s}
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XXV. General Store on Highway 78

L. Brandt: Tell me about their educationl assume they were born dn

raised in the Blue Ridgeea?

B. Griffin: In this area. | know very little about their educational

background. | would think that both of them were middle or upper IQ. They were not slow
people. They were both intelligen¥au mentioned the area where the Frognot tower is on
Highway 78. That used to be a communityl here was an old guy there nadieoc James

CKFGQa 6KIFG SOSNERoOo2RE

known by. He died when | was about 12 or 13. He made his own home Bmagvsometimes,

he would pour a little rubbing alcohaly A X 6 KA OK

Andhe was little bit crippled y 2y S t S3 ¢ LG 1AYR 2F F¥FS

2 KSGKSNI AGQa NBIFffe (NHzS 2N y2(iI LandHayDi

Frognot sore. He had kind of a general stoi@out the same type setup.

L. Brandt: This was on the land where the 78 wislhow.

XXVI. Bonnie and Clyde

B. Griffin: LGQa al G SElFGSi¢RI BRENBK A KB (

was in there one day, and a guy drove up, and he walked to the front door, they said he h

hand behind him, and they said he came around with a shokgyhR & A RX a5 2

F YKE | S dllgdt &prettyigodd KeapQlpde Barrawd Miss Bonnie Parkéb £ I

aFARX a,2dz Oy R2 2yS 2F (g2 OGEAYIROLQf 2

blankety-blank head off aFARX aL glyld G2 KSfL &2

took supplies. They had family in Dallasd they had family in Wado Al ARZ

8 See Exhibit Q
¥ See Exhibit R
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any moneyb LQY 32y it aod3a o Fia11e& A dds alA RI a4,

him down with groceries and filled his tank up with@as ¢ KA &

that time. A lot of people went this way to go to Dallas. And they drove off. RiieR y Q (i

him.

L. Brandt: Do you have an idea of what year that was?

B. Griffin: No, but | can get that for you. Woodley McCartiey guy who
f A@Sa dzLJ KSNBX FyR KS NBYSYOo S MAam)hbel®ve it 8 Aok

older than me. At a later date, he walks in again.

L. Brandt: Clyde does?

B. Griffin: IS aleaz a,2dz NBYSYOSNJ YSKE
| t @RS DE G{FYS &duidzbideyouwadtdzlive b ¥ G G688 68y HS
gl ytd G2 0S5 ®E20 2RERYEK SK SNRY S DR HiS dna fyfdiyd Beidk the

20KSN) RI @ pé | S GKNBg R2gpy Sy2dzaAK YzySe
a bank andhad money this time. They drove on back headed to Dabag they stopped right

at Frognot water tower twice that | know of.

XXVII. John Parker

B. Griffin: Now, in Frognot, a long time ago, there was this motitficer.
He liked to fraternize with the ladies. He came up missing. He was the toughest, meanesg

they had working on the force.

L. Brandt: Do you know his name?

B. Griffin: . Sao {2 (KS@& alARZ abDz2 3§
A2YSOKEKNB®ET2dzyR KAY Ay | gK2NBK2dzasSo |
pSS1aod ¢KSe 320G KAY 2dzio ¢tKSe alARXI a]

gl aXKAIKgI &€

2dz 3dzé

iKAaA&
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82dz2Qf f &20S8NJ dzlJs O02Y$S Ay FyR 32 (2 4d@ady

i2 JI2 o O] G2 62N P& ¢KSe al ARZ &, 2 dzQNEB

FYR O2YS Ay dé {2 GKSe&. JoAdRmdwent In &rdl sodred &. idet

supposed to guard this guy at a #iter. Paul Harvetold me this on the radio. So on the way

the theater, there was a bar there. He had a little bit of a hangovéXf &L 32 Ay |

hate politiciars| Yy & g | & d ¢ d02NEB YIRS f2y3ISNE

[ 2y 3
up for his guard duty that night. nl a guy named John Wilkes Bodttled a guy named Abe
Lincolnthat very night. And his bodyguard was in a bar on some street drunk. Due east 0
Frognot store, there was a John Parker that ran around with, @d¢ was an ancestor of that
John Parker. He was also a first or second cousin to 8&amker And when we turn the
NEO2NRSNI 2FFs LOIMYS SGEKI (B 2W2 Ko 2tdeiNJ S NI2 4 15
should record that. But the Parkers were all known as pretty rough and rowdy peAptEhe
hRSQa® ¢tKSe& LX I &SR

gl a I I22R TNRASYR 27

GNRdzof S 6A0GK hRSO® LT &2dz GNBFGISR KAY N&A

Parker and played poker with him many times.

XXVIII. Blue Ridge Cemetery
L. Brandt: Where are both of thenburied? Do you know?
B. Griffin: In Blue Ridge
L. Brandt: Here in the Blue Ridgéemetery?
B. Griffin: .84z YrQl Yo
T. Griffin: HazeDd Tl YAf &S 6KAOK KSNIFWIRA G

my maiden name, Frazier. | suppose she grew up in this area. My great grandédtieet in
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this area right after the Civil Wail think nearly all of the Fraziers stayed close to this area.
There were a few, there was one that went to Oklaho@ity, but most of them stayed fairly

close in Collin Counggnyway.

XXIX. Desert Creek

B. Griffin: This creekeveryone pronounces it DeséZreek now. But in

NBIfAAYS A G Qder tBehiVEINI2 NINBENA v 3§ Kl to/shad khe

dates on this, the rumors were, there were some desertees camped on this creek, and

GKIFIGiQa sgKeé G(GKSe& OFIftSR Al 5S5SaaSNI / NBS| ¢

two metal detectors And there was also a rumor that was not connected withamsch is
there was supposed to be some gdldried down this creek after a bank robbernd the guy
got caught, and he was going to dethe penitentiaryin Oklahomaand he told my Uncle

w2RySe gKSNB Al o1 aod {2 L G2tR GKAa 3Idz

really was. | told this gentleman that had these metal detectéte.was really proud of them.

G2f R KAYX a[SiQa 32 221 F2N Alde ' YR ¢
AlGQa adz2l2aSR (G2 0S5 0 dzvddrhandsoaddiblistérs on Ruiz8et, |
anddiggindy G(KA& 2fR KINR RANI A& NRdAAKO® | A
R2yS AlG o0ST2NB @ L RARYQU 1y26 6S 6SNB 3
L. Brandt: LiQa tA1S RAIIAYyI Ay O2y.ONBI
B. Giffin: ,SEFKZ AGQa KENR Fa | NROlO®

Dessert CreeR

CKSNBQa ltglrea I tAGOKSI@RIN2ZRYRANL AKSV¥

Oy RAI Ay GKAA SI&aArSNIDe YR 65 RAR® a

2SS Ol tt SR A {indirt\aB thekhedR Aghds hwald Ghe éreeld ||

2 | NE
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detector. We gotourshovid = ' yR ¢S RdzZaA® L R2y Qi 1y2¢
rod,} YR AGQa 324 | + 2y GKS G2L) 2F AdGo

L. Brandt: A diviring rod?

B. Griffin: 2 Sttt GKSNBQa (62 NBRa aidz«
rod that they cooked off of, going across like that. They hung their baraits They hung their
coffeeon it. It was to cook on. So we dug down and hit that rod first. | kept digging, and {
was an old rusted bucketSo we kept on digging. It was easy to dig there. And we found 1
13 old militarybrass buckle® L 3 @3S KAY Y2ald 2F (KSYO®

lazy, and | just never did do it. But | kept some. So our theory was it was one of the

campgrounddor the deserterf 6 SOl dzaS A F (KSe& KIFIRy Qi KI |

taken their buckles, and they would have taken their camping equipment with them. But, t
almost got caught evidently. And over the y&aime and this dirt had washed down and
O2FSNBR GKS K28 GKAYy3I dzlld ¢KS YSGlIE N
.dzii A0 KFR ONRAAKO GKAA& YdzOK RANI Ay YR

L. Brandt So this was like a camqugind that they had to abandon very
quickly?

B.Griffin: . $4X YIQFIY® ¢KFdQa | GKS2N

0S50l dzaS (KSeé& ¢g2dz Ry Qi thiére &h8 their BuEkits an&tBeir SokmgN.T

stuff unless theyhad to get the heck out of Dodge in a hurry.

XXX. Desert Water Supply Corporation
L. Brandt: Let me clarify for the reader of the transcript. Where we are
right now, where we are visiting in your home, we are not in the Frognot Waigpl$

Corporationarea, right? You get your water from De&ert
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B. Griffin: ¢CKIFdQa O2NNBOUI® 2 SQNB 2dzad
Frognot Water system.

L. Brandt: Where are you gettig your water from?

B. Griffin: 2§ KI@S a2YS8S NBIf SadaqlrdasS GKI G

which are wells This is the Desernvhich is wells.
L. Brandt: Okay, so this is called the Des@fater Spply Corporation?
B. Griffin: ¢KFGQa O2NNBOU®
L. Brandt: So you are a Frognotter?

B. Griffin: ¢CKFGQa NAIKGD

XXXI. Ots6 O 7A00A01T (AOD
L. Brandt: What else would you like to tell me about HaaelOde?
B. Griffin: I A4 RNBaa FOGGANBXKS dgl 3y5QR

normally wear them. But, | never saw, and | knew him for 20 years until he died, he alway
on brown Khakpants and a Khaki shirt. He alwaysre a westerrhat. If you find a picture,
KSQff KIFI@S GRIFG 6SadSNYy KFaG 2y

L. Brandt: Yeah. In fact, one of the pictures that was taken by Frank

A2

TolbertF 2 NJ 1 KS ¢ RAISANINBTA KIS

XXXII. Mayor of Frognot
B. Griffin: Yeah. He always had that old fet. And they called him the
mayorof Frognot, and he made the Dalls®rning News moréi K y 2y OS ® ¢ K

interview him. He got someone to rig him up a little thing that looks like a rockie¢y kept
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aGSHtAYy3 GKS &aA3ys |.yHe puKion thidEiognét sinandthels 9 B

stopped stealing it after that. | guess they had nine or ten stolen. Every time they put it uf

g2dZ RyQi 0S5 (22 YIye Y2yiKa yR a2vY$8o2Ra

very gentle man, and Haze¢hey wereboth very good people.

XXXIII. Otis and Hazel Dixon Loved Children

L. Brandt: How many kids did they have?

B. Griffin: They had no childrenThey were very gabwith children. |
RARY QiU al GKSY gKex 0S0OlFdaAaS AGQa 1AYyR 2

other, it may be a medical thing, because they were very good with children, any children.
L. Brandt: You said they sold candyhat was part of what they had in

their store? Tell me what kind of candibgy had.

XXXIV. Candy
T. Griffin: L Rernfeber exactlyalot of hard candies
B. Griffin: They had a pretty good supplyt that time, the Three

Musketeerswere different. They were about two inches across and about four inches tall,

they were serrated, and you had three piecesofcabdy { 2> AF A G Qa di g2

Musketeers, and then they would fight over which got two and which got one. Of course,
could break it apart. They had those caramels. | got them from there all the time. Somet
Treat. And it was a solid caramel on a stick. They were dgalicibhen, they had Snickensd

. o@ wdziKQao t SIHydzi tlIGGASa gSNB | o6A13

what a Peanut Pattis? They were called Peanut Rounders. That was their AigadBeanut

4 =

Rounderand an R® ¢CKIFIGiQa (K 0Sad oI fdsSo , 2dz 3

2 gee ExhibiK

L 243 A @

D, it

¢ 2 dzf R

LIS

Si Y2N.




649

650

651

652

653

654

655

656

657

658

659

660

661

662

663

664

665

666

667

668

669

670

30

L. Brandt: Tell the reader what a Peanut Patty Is it chocolate?

B. Griffin: b2 idhdeaatey I2had peanuis it. It was about as
round as a normal size grapef@it b 20 ljdzZAGS & f I NBHS | NP dz
{2dzi KX GKS@& OFffSR G§KSY wanbtPstgzirenshombRtBefE d
make the candyJ; NJi K L R2y Qi (y260

T. Griffin: LiQa 2dzaG adAFNI YR ¢ G§SNE

L. Brandt: { 2 pouredsyrup andthey add the peanutto it. They have

ared dyeon it.

B. Griffin: ¢KFEGQa O2NNBOU® LGQa NBIffle
T. Griffin: l'YR GKSNBQa az2yYS aeNdzd Ay i
B. Griffin: tKSe Q@S 6SSy FNRBdzyR | 2y 33
L. Brandt: I think the candyompany in Farmersvilktill makes therti.

B. Griffin: ¢tKSe dzaSR (2o L RARYQU (yZ2a
L. Brandt; Yes, they are.

B. Griffin: And they had Moon PiesAnd they had fried pies.

L. Brandt: Did the Dixons make tlse?

XXXV. # AOOI Al Adnd OhickerAREEd Steak

B.Grifinr. b2z (KS& RARYQG® ¢ KSNBthat SN

made them. They made them for years and yearS MO NBE @GSNE 3I22R D
LGQ& YI R Mordirfg Slews setefalltidies, toopad some of the restauranhagazines.
They were famous for their dessedad their Chicken Fried SteakVe made a movien our

place last year, maybe a little over a year now. And this gentleman was an Indian from th
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country of Indianot an American IndianThey have different eating habits, to say the least.
very welleducated man. | worked as a counselor, and they even had a part on it. He said

knew more about Texas Ky | y@o2Re& KSQR T2 daf Rahanylhodya |

StasS &2dz2Q@S F2dzy Rz (22 d¢ L KIR Y2NB GAY

KSFENR |o62dzi GKS / KAO1SY CNASR {i{iSlIl1a Ay
{GSF 1 o¢ GLQff KI @S 2 whabthavai2 > L 3dzSaaoé

L. Brandt: Do you want to describe for the reader what a Chicken Fried
Steakis?

B. Griffin: A Chicken Fried Steaka | Ol dzl f f @ NP dzy R
battery g KAOK Aa y2NXIffe FE2dz2NJFyR S33o L
fried foods. Well, this gentleman had never had a Chicken Fried*Steakafter they left, he
AaFARY .20 L R2y Qi dyRSENBEKE yRIP aHLARA (a2

KS 3SGa GKSNBX FyR (KSe& KIR Iy SEGNI Y2

really want to eat it, because some parts of Ingig y Qi .S90 heaalk@SsSrife of the batten.

rff KS gla SruAy3a 6 a GKS ol 0@ SNIL G Q38 RS

| SQR STl m: 2F KAao 1S O020SNBR Al dzLd

the United States. But, Blue Ridgefamous for that.

XXXVI. Hazel$E@1 160 #1 1 EET C

B. Griffin: Hazelcooked a lot of roasp 2 KSYy ¢6SQR ,@e
RARY Q& B8zdz £t foA3d fdzyOK G GKSANI aG2NBZ 0
would make us a sandwich

L. Brandt: CKA& A& 2dzad F2NI eQlff o ¢ K
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B. Griffin: 2S5tttz AdQa awsigiod Brhedn, dadyIvousd dml

ahead and make themasandwkh 2dza i 3IA GBS AG (2 GKSYO® ¢

L. Brandt: Did they live on the premises?

B. Griffin: They lived 50 yards away in a little house right behind it.

L. Brauit: Okay.
XXXVIIL. Tornadoes

B. Griffin: One of the stories that Hazél2 dz2f R (St f X2 | yR
go look out the window. They had atornaldh & NA I K O6SKAYR GKSA
R2Yy Qi NXB Yrétiad sShodl wak.Slit was gone when | got into that area. But it went ¢

L. Brandt: The Dixon Schodl

B. Griffin: . Sao L R2Yy Qi 1y2¢ oKIG wentl

0 SKAYR AilZX ThetRudsvdeSoming.altiwasXetting darker and spookiand the

gAYR alilNISR o0f2gAy3Id 2SS gSNB 2y UKS LR

AyiG2 GKAA ad2NBxX Fff I fe2Wdoduld séethi diri theltrhs Y §

blowing in the air. It was really spooky. So we ran and jumped in the®éllar , 2 dz R

want to go look out the window to see if there was one coming. She got really good. She

good sbry teller. She was very descriptive. She could hold an audience L 3 dzS & a

RARY QO GFft1 @OSNEB YdzOKZ 0S5O0l dzaS aKSQR -Kiskef

XXXVIII. Otis and Hazel Visiting with People

L. Brandt: L FaadzyS GKS&@ RARYQlU KIF @S |

were the ones who ran the store, so they had to be there every day, 365 days a year, righ
B. Griffin: Rebecca and | ran it some for them, just a few times, to let th

go somewhere. They went to a reunion one time. And someone took them to Ralame

& 2 dzQR
NJ & 4 2 NJ

past.
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Fdzy Ol A2y o L R2y Qi NBYSYOSNI GKI G -8BmeKSNJ
SYLX 28SSo | SQR 32 2 diille tHeyuBed ® Hd. And,dridighi ke hirg
tenminuteg | YR (GKS@& g2dZ RRRAYIKE! 2 4 Sa Sy 2ENISE
enjoyed visiting with people. hat was the main reason they did it. It was something to do,
0SSOl dzaS (KS@& RARY Qiltwasav&y lawkdluine stodeO But, the yisdl &

pretty good selection, going back to your question.

XXXIX. Cattle, Chickens and Garden

L. Brandt: L 3dzS&da GKSe& RARYyQG ySSR I
garden and they also had the beefSo they were fairly wedkelfsustaining.

B. Griffin: They had their own chickentoo.

T. Griffin: CKFGiQa GKS gle& ¢S I ffchitkéngradg
a big gardenfresh vegetablesMy mother canned. His mother canned vegetablesgard

them in the cellato eat all year.

L. Brandt: And what area was this that you grew up in?
T. Griffin: In this area, right here.

L. Brandt: In Deser?

T. Griffin: Yes.

L. Brandt: Which is right adjacent to BllRidgg ¢ KSNBE 6 S QN
about.
T. Griffin: About five miles.

L. Brandt: Five miles away.

GKIFy Y
' NJ A G

R2 3 a A

gK2f S

B a1




737

738

739

740

741

742

743

744

745

746

747

748

749

750

751

752

753

754

755

756

757

758

759

760

34

XL. "T A0 2AAAEOD

B. Griffin: LQtf GStf @&2dz I ljdzAi O1 aid2NEB
My mother has been deadow for 20 years. | ended up buying, Trena and | did, the farm th
my mother died on. | lived there for about eight years when | was a boy. She canned a Ig
green beans She liked green beanso we grew aok of green beans. Most vegetablesuld
dowellK S NE & 2 KI G 0KSeRRI KRR Za HWR GKAYSES &aKS$S
freezerd { KSQR FTNBST SI +Qd 24KI2F YiK SWANG 6 S RBFFF KN
¢t KS@QR Llzi GKSY Ay (K SarsaridBuart j& bt sheacénned thes
green beans in. A storm cellaas vent for oxygen about thbig around, which is roughly abo
FAGBS AyOKSa FNRBY (STl G2 NRIKGOD YR A
you build a storm cellar, you pull the door down, and you tie it to make sure the torR&& 3
suy GKS R22NJ 2FF |YyR LAt @&2dz 2dzi 2F (GKS
ever been in a storm cellar?

L. Brandt: Yes.

B.Griffin:. {2 ®82dz 1y26 6KILG LQY GFt1Ay

concrete, heavy cement. They had blyi that looked in this pipe and decided he wanted to
Ay GKSNB® 'S 4SSyl Ay forcé&/eid monthgnindrok tRryriths.3
opened the door, just to go in and check it to see what imakere. | thought | saw movemen
| usually carry a gunSome people are afraid of them. But, | normally carry a gun, so | pick
that thing up, my pistol | went down in there, and there wése fattest rabbit | hae everseen.
| § 2dzad FE2LILISR I NRdzyR® L (GK2dAKGE 4l 24
and his sense of smell was good enough, he knew there was food and water in thos&/fes
he would getreal hungry, he had figdlS R 2 dzi X1 S KIFIR ONB{|SYy I 032

green bean® 2 KSYy @2dzQNB KdzyaINE |yR GKANRGE X

GKIF G
at
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QR Oty
RY ¢BKyzR.
SNJ KIR
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0KSe8QR Fltf 2y GKS O2yONB(GS Tt 22 NIngtobrissk
those jars. And he had eaten all those greenbdans , 2dz RARY Qi &4SS |

GSNBE | ff ONRB]Sy® L fSG KAY 2dzi 2F (§KSNSB

anyexercisehe stayedn there so long. But he was that smatrt.

XLI. Snakes in the Storm Cellar

L. Brandt: Did these storm cellars, like for example, the Dixon Schadl
thestormecella¥s | yR ¢KSy L 221 SR F#2 AKA (E2 LIAK
they have snakein there?

B. Griffin: hKZ &SI Ko Ly (KSa$sS O2dzyiNE
shakes but until | was 10 years old, we lived in a frame home that did not havergmwiter.
We had the cisteriin the latter years. But, in the beginning, we got our water out of a.well
' YR 6 SQR LJodzaMé ohribathis,éndlwe lindzh outdoor bathrooiou used the
restroom outside. And our storm cellesas made of crostes. They dug a big hole in the
ground, and then they took spikes and drove those ctsstogether. My mother was
horrified, in her youngeyears when | was a little boy, of tornadoes. Homes were flimsier th
LG RARYQO GF1S I KAIK gAYR G2 o0f2g AL | g
Almost all the homes had a storm cellar of some type. Most of them, in the eardy dare
made of crosdies, which is roughly about 8 inches by 8 inches. Many times, | looked up th
I'yYR L QR aSHying ohthdst etostes/ | | S

L. Brandt: So you may end up having to choose between a tornagteus

getting bitten by a snake
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B. Griffin: 2 SOR 2dzald adlre Ay GKSNB 6Af

RARY QG 020KSNI dzad ¢KFG KIFLLSYSR Y2NB (K

there and try to find him. The®{ S QR & K Bu2 yiou idakerhim mad, shoot and miss hin

YR KS o0AGSa 2yS 2F dza 6KSYy 6SQNB A yintRedzN

storm cellar Most of them were chicken snakeghich would not kill you. They would scare

you to death.

T. Griffin: They were Texast snakes

B. Griffin: ¢tKS@QNB y2i LIAaz2y2dz
XLII. Copperhead Snakes

L. Brandt: {2 @2dz RARY Qem&witZtspperiead@® LINE

B. Griffin: 28§ RAR y2aG G GdKIFG GAYSO 2
problem with copperheads 2 SOWRSYAR2Y SRdzNJ 6 O1 L2 NOKO®
garage

L. Brandt: And those are the poisonousies?

B. Griffin: tKS2QNBE NBOPf{eKERAYRY S dA2 dz

people bit in this area. This guy, McCarley, got bit over in Frognot. He was leigliogise,
and reached up to get a tool, and there was a srajing on his brace. And his daughter gof

bit right up here, right next to us across the creglght here. She reached in cleaning out he

swimmingpooRNJ} Ay> yR akKS 320 oAl 2y GKS KI yFR
area.

L. Brandt: So did they go to the hospitl

B. Griffin: hK &SI K® ¢KSe Fff 2dzad al A

anhour,ttS@ QNB NBI Re (® J2KB6RBQNRSIOKREBAWHEL dzLJ
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very unpleasant feeling. déally messes you up. In some cases, depending on where it hit
it can partially paralyze you if they hit a nefust right. lhadadentixt2 ¥ | f £ GKS

G2 R2O® 2 S R2yQiintkis a8, BuyhéhuNaddi G S 3T $5ad

several times. But one of thegot him in the hand and hit a nerve. And, he had to retire

0SOldzaS KS O2dz RyQi dzaS KA& KI YR LINE LISNI
L. Brandt: So he was put out of business?
B. Griffin: . SIHK® L R2y Qi tA1S aylilSa
XLIIL. Otis6 O * AAEOAAAEOO
L. Bradt: Do you have anything else about QuleHaze?P

B. Griffin: 28§ | §SXKS KI R I Ndwgdckradbits adelaO |

you,

a 0 dzLJA

(0p))
Q
puli

e o

ydzi al yOS G2 FI NYSNHERO® b2G | yéyY2NBetioveror€ SNE Qa y 2

Kdzy RNBR 21 O1{NIXooAda 2y KA& FTFN¥Yo ¢ K&d ¢g2dZ R N

S NI 2Theysay that a jackrabbit will eat and cut down as much grass aslcaifow,
why they do that, they cut them a path to get away from their predators, like @wsdogs
¢ KSe Qf tR2Gd¢ll (KA N & O tvanted/nik toddlldbem. { 2 h (A &

L. Bandt: Do you eat them?

B. Griffin: . Sasx odzi GKS@QNXB | € A dand Hazell 2 dzZAK ®

had some of it; | killed bunch over on his place, and we made rabhiti out of it one winter.
It was deliciousWe ate with Ode and Hazel some jackrabbit chili. It was good. And, he hi
ratsin the barrd t2A42y ¢6lLayQid a I22R GKSyo® t
overthere a lot of the time, at least twice a month, and take rat shdtich is like a miniature

shotgunshell thatyou putinapistal ' yR LQR aK22d y 2NJ mn N
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ol Ny of t ¢KISB Qe 2dzNI TSSRO | @S RAYNQGISIGE yva 2 denS T2 NKER

destructive as heck. And dirty.
L. Brandt: L aS8SS @2dz RARYQU SIFd NIXiG OK
B. Griffin: 2 S RARY Q &onte bf thenNdeibig enough, though.
2SS RARY QU KI Bu§ Ikillgdbunbld-ofithed® &varfth&re with him. He appreciated
that. |1 was a her® L ¢6Fa KStLAY3A KAY G} 1S dslaniRQa P

never heard anyone say a bad word about him.

XLIV. Tea and Coke

L. Brandt: 2 SNB &l Wit y2G? Rhidlghttihat Was the dvidik
of Texas

B. Griffin: No,ii &l ayQi o abdHazwodlKdo,iheyhwiauid
take tea and mix it about half with R Coke

T. Griffin: My grandparents did that.

B. Griffin: ¢ KF{iQa ( KnfHageld@nk th&.SThey drank tea and
RCor Coked ¢ KS@QR YAE AG® Li 61 & OKSILSNE L
flavor. But, they liked it like that. They drank it every day like.that

L. Brandt: Anything else?

B. Griffin: Not that | can say on the recorder.

L. Brandt: Thank you.
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Exhibits

Bob Griffin Graduation Photo

Bob and Trena Giriffin

Ice Carrying Device

Double Tree

Horse Harness

Commercial Pick

Cattle Bell

Article Regarding Otis Dixon

General Dixo®&d Ddzy FyR | 2t &idSNJ
Buttons on the Holster

Frognot Dixon Store& Frognot Road Sign

StockTank

Griffin Ranch

Griffin Well

Inside ofGriffin Well

Article Article Regarding | T St Moy Edlettidmi
Frognot Towe(former site of encounter with Bonnie & Clyde)
FB#Wanted Poster of Bonnie and Clyde Barrow
Headstone of Hazel and Otis Dixon in Blue Ridge Cemetery
Peanut Patty

Chicken Fried Steak and Recipe

Frognot Dixor) School Storm Cellar
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Bob Griffin Graduation Photo
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EXHIBIT B

Bob and Tena Griffin
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Ice Carrying Device
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EXHIBIT D

Double Tree
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EXHIBI'E

Horse Harness
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Commercial Pick
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EXHIBITG

Cattle Bell
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Frognot News Article on Otis Dixon

The Historical Dallas Morning News

47

http://infoweb.newsbank.conviw-search/we/HistArchive/?p_produc...

To print, select from the options below: First choose what o print image only, image and citation, or citation only.
Next choose a paper size and page layout, making sure your printer setings maich. Then cilck your browser's Print function.

Headiine: Frognot Gets Water Works; Article Type: News/Opinion

Paper: Dalas Morning News; Date: 10-16-1966; Page: 29; Location: Dalas, Texas

Tolbert's

Texas

Frognnt Gets

Water Works

By FRANK X. TOLBERT

THE CITY OF FROGNOT or Frog Not
i in easternmost Collin County, near Biue
Ridge and Altoga (originally “Altogether™)
and Valdasta, When T stopped m Frognot
the other day,
Mayor Os
Maryin  Dixon
told me: Tl
soon he water
commissioner,
too. We've just
about com-
pleted our new
Frogrot munic-
ipal water sys- ©
tem.”

The Frognot
mayor men-
tioned  this
water commis-
sianer business
because hehap- »

to know
that among my MAYOR DIXON
eiective offices~public weigher of down-
town Dallas and dng catcher in Tilden,
called Dog Town, McMulien Connty—I am
alsa water commissioner of Terlingua,
Brewster County, on the Rio Grande.

It scems that the new municipal water
warks will serve 125 Frognot homes, And
Mrs. Dixon said that “the engincer for the
water system has promised to paint a big,
green frog on the water storage tank.”

WHY FROGNOT was so titled is appar-
ently a mystery lost to all recollection, Cer-
tainly it isn't because of a searcity of
frogs, for Frognot is in a nest of crecks
and hranches in a valley cast of Blue
Ridge.

“You ought to hear the frog music in
Pot Rack Creck near here after a rain,”
said Mr. Dixon.

“NOW THAT we've got a city water
works maybe we can talk the highway de-
partment into honoring us with highway
signs on the approaches to Frognot,” con-
tinued the mayor. Right now there's only
two sizable signs which read: “HAVE A
COKE IN FROGNOT."

Mrs. Dixon has been looking for years
for a big statue of a frog to put in front of
their general store, At present the Dixons
have only a small plastic statue aof a frog
on the store counter,

IN DESERT, COLLIN COUNTY, near
the intersection of Highway 121 and a farm
road I've noticed a big black sign on which

1ofl

fragments of philosophy are printed in tall
white letters.

The sentiments printed un the sien are
changed regularly. Not until last woek did
I have time to stop and find out who was
the signboard philosoplier. 1t tarss ot that
he is a Desert citizen named Robert Bur-
gess, a friendly, bespectacled fellow in
white, pin-stripped bib overalls who oper.
ates a husiness called The Junk Yard and
owns considerable land,

Right now, ane side of the board reads
“A MAN NEVER GETS TOO BUSY TO
ATTEND HIS OWN FUNERAL."

“T THOUGHT yon were an insurance ad-
juster when you drove up,” said Mr. Bur-
gess, who lives on ane of the most danger-
ous highway intersections in Collin Coun~
ty. “We had a terrible wreck just the other
day in which one person was killed. It hap-
pens all the time. And [ write my signs
partly in the hope they will make folks
slow down.”

One of the items not for sale in Robert
Burgess' Junk Yard is a large red dinner
hell, which can be heard for miles around.
1t's a family souvenir,

“That bell called e to many o wonder
ful dinner and supper when my family was
farming over near Valdasta," said Mr. Bur-
5. “A lot of people want (o buy it but
s not for sale.”” On the bell's sides are
these legends: “No, 2, 1886, C. S. Bell &
Co., Hillsboro, Ohio, Crystal Metal."

THE CITY OF DESERT is in beautiful,
high-grassed country, with many cattle in
the fields. It hardly qualifies as a desert.
And some autharity, 1 believe it was Capt.
Roy F. Hall of McKinncy, told me that it,
or Desert Creek, was originally titled he-
cause some suldiers deserted from the Con-
federate Army there.

“If Roy Hall said that about Desert it's
true,” said Mr. Burgess. “For old Roy
knows more about Collin County than any-
body."

L Alan Nivis o
roovBuéY LAmno

His 0 Funen

MR, BURGESS AND SIGN
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Buttons on the Holster
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EXHIBIK

Frognot Dixon) General Store
Hazelstanding infront of the Frognot road sign
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EXHIBIT L

Stock Tankr Pond
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(a hole dug in the groundilled with rain water; from which the livestock drink)
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EXHIBIT M

Griffin Ranch
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